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Priority:
The Project aims to develop the 
pedagogues understanding of the details 
that are crucial for a good learning 
process and to create a model for 
evaluating the wholeness of the learning 
process. The emphasis is on the process 
not on the children’s individual learning 
results.

What are the needs of the future adults? 
We need to develop education so that 
children can reach the competences 
needed in the future. What does it mean 
in my work with the children? How 
can I know how we are doing, are we 
succeeding? Is the child being active; do 
the children’s interest mold our learning 
process?

The national curriculums gives all the 
participating schools the subjects and 
competences to be reached in the 
learning process. In addition we now have 
a joint list of Competences developed by 
the European Commission. The European 
Commission aims to strengthen ‘key 
competences’ – knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes that will help learners find 
personal fulfilment and, later in life, find 
work and take part in society.



ROBOTS

Finland – Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool  Finland – Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool

Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool 
FINLAND
Age: 6 years old
Number of pupils: 13
Teacher: Monika Broman

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• The children wanted to learn more 
about what a robot can do.

• What we could make a robot to do.
• If we can make the robot count.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

The children knew some things about 
robots:
• A robot is like a machine.
• There is robot vacuum cleaner, lawn 

mover.
• One child told that they had a robot that 

could make food at home.
When we talked about what mathematic 
is, everybody said that it is to count. Then 
they wonder if a robot could count. The 
teacher asked them if they like to make a 
robot that could count, and they want to 
do it.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

The children ś wishes have been in focus 
during this theme work.
We started to introduce the bee-bots. 
Then the children got more interested 
about robots.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Programming bee-bots
• Social skills, concentration, language, 

mathematics and cooperation.
The children programming each other
• Social skills, concentration, mathematics, 

language and cooperation
Making robots that could count.
• Each child made a robot out of a milk 

tetra pack.
• Arts and crafts, imagination, 

concentration, creativity and fine motor 
skills.

Making counting cards for the robot
• Fine motor skills, mathematic, creativity.
We learn to dance a robot dance
• Physical activity, creativity, musicality

Why do we do what we do?

The children develop their:
• Interest for something new that they 

didn’t knew so much about.
• Social skills and cooperation.
• They could make counting cards. Using 

pictures or numbers. One child chose to 
use multiplication.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

• The children have been active in the 
planning of this theme.

• They have been very interested to learn 
about robots.

• Because that robots is a quite new thing 
for the children and that makes it more 
interesting for them.

• The whole group and the teacheŕ s like 
to work with the project. 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

• That the children are interested in thing 
that they don t́ know so much about.

• To get all of the children to understand 
that we could make robots to do things.

• To program each other.
• That we could use recycled material to 

make a robot.



Kindergarten “Il Castello delle Meraviglie” 
– Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello
ITALY
Age of pupils: 5 years old
Number of pupils: 14

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• learn about the world of nature with its 
plant and animal beings

• experiment with an alternative method 
of agriculture (seed bombs)

• adopt environmentally friendly behavior
• use the body and the senses to learn 

about the surrounding environment
• comment and discuss together about 

the activities carried out

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children are very fond of nature and are 
curious to know its characteristics and its 
changes.
During the school year, children 
experience first-hand the changes in 
nature by observing them in their school 
and home environment and carrying out 
related activities at school. The children 
looked forward to this day to be able to 
experiment and play  with nature.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

It was decided to take the children into 
a new environment to give them the 
opportunity to put into practice the skills 
acquired and become farmers for a day.

SCIENCE  ACTIVITY- “A DAY 
IN A FARM”

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Areas involved in the process:
• linguistics: use of specific terms, 

description of the elements of nature, 
description of the activities carried out

• motor: use of fine motor and big motor 
skills

• scientific: know the nature with its 
seasonal changes, seeds, plants, animals

• social: working in a group, respect for 
the natural environment

Description of the phases of the activity:
1. Arrival at the farm and presentation 

game: the children around a colored 
cloth say their names

2. Snack time: children eat bread and oil 
produced in the farm

3. Preparation of seed bombs or 
“Fukuoka balls”: 
Fukuoka, a Japanese botanist and 
philosopher, was a promoter of natural 
agriculture or not-doing. His method 
consists in the preparation of seed 
balls, earth and clay that are thrown in 
autumn in the unploughed soil.  The 
seeds protected by the clay sprout 
spontaneously in the spring without 
the need for pesticides. Only the fruits 
are collected from the soil and left the 
waste as fertilizer.  
Based on this method the children 
crumble the earth, then add clay, seeds 
and water. They knead and make balls 
that they let dry in the egg containers. 
The children brought the seed bombs 
home and then threw them  to give 
birth to new plants.

4. Lunch time: picnic in the meadow

5. Relax and outdoor games: children, 
in addition to using structured games 
(trampoline, balance board and swing), 
were able to move freely and organize 
games on their own initiative

6. Visit to the farm: walking around the 
farm, the children were able to observe 
the animals and plants present and 
satisfy their curiosity, asking questions 
to the guide

7. Seeds recognition game. Children are 
shown tags with seeds: by observing 
them they must recognize which plants 
they belong to and match them.

8. Knowledge of the world of bees: The 
guide dresses as a beekeeper and 
shows children the hives and activities 
of bees.

Why do we do what we do?

The multidisciplinary activity describe 
above has allowed children to play their 
skills and potentials in an active, concrete 
and creative way, involving them entirely: 
mind and body.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Our evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the activity is very positive 
because children were involved in the 
first person allowing them to have fun, be 
protagonists and work in a dynamic way. 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

The assessment of what we have learned 
during the theme work is very positive.
During the activity the children 
consolidated their knowledge: linguistic, 
motor, scientific, creative and relational. 
They have experienced life in contact with 
nature and have approached alternative 
behaviors that respect the environment.

Kindergarten “Il Castello delle Meraviglie” – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello - ITALY Kindergarten “Il Castello delle Meraviglie” – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello - ITALY



Primary School “G. Rodari” – Istituto 
Comprensivo L. Pirandello
ITALY
Age of pupils: 6-7 years old
Number of pupils: 39

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• We want to learn more about the 
importance of the elements necessary 
to grow a plant.

• We want to understand how to grow a 
sunflower from a seed.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

We started our science project with a 
gathering, proposing some questions and 
writing their answer on the cupboard:
• most of the children had no experience 

at all,
• some  had helped their parents take 

care of their houseplants
• almost no one had ever sown a plant.
Pupils, interested, asked to have this 
experience. 
They expect to learn how to grow a plant 
from a seed.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

We proposed this topic because it is part 
of the Science school programme.
We decide to cultivate sunflowers 
because in addition to being beautiful 
flowers, the seeds lend themselves 
multiple uses.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

We showed them a video: 
https://elt.oup.com/student/
rainbowbridge/level01/watch/
clil?cc=it&selLanguage=it#tracktitle
Then we sowed the sunflowers in the 
Science room; once the plants were born, 

SCIENCE – THE SUNFLOWERS
we transplanted them into the school 
garden and the children, in turn, took care 
of the sunflowers. 
Areas of learning integrated in the 
process are:
LANGUAGE: specific language of the 
discipline,
MATHS: classification of the different 
types of sunflower seeds, for the 
production of oil, as food for animal and 
people or for the cultivation of various 
species of flowers plants.
ART: painting the life circle of a sunflower
SOCIAL AND CIVIC: the ability to 
cooperate during the life circle of the 
plant.

Why do we do what we do?

We have carried out this project to give 
children the opportunity to learn by 
doing. 
This experience has allowed the children 
to develop their cooperative skills and 
their ability to respect each other. They 
have also developed the ability to think 
and learn by a different and specific 
language, the scientific language.
The activities carried out were particularly 
inclusive and were able to actively 
involve also children with disabilities who 
cooperated for the success of the project. 
“If I listen I forget, if I see I remember, if I 
do I understand” (BRUNO MUNARI)

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Our evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme is positive: the 
children were encouraged to take care of 
the sunflower plants and work together 
with a common purpose; they organized 
themselves independently to water the 
plants daily in the school garden.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

This workshop activity also had the merit 
of improving the relationships between 
children and teachers who got to know 
each other better and learned to be 
better together.

Primary School “G. Rodari” – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – ITALY Primary School “G. Rodari” – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – ITALY



Primary School “G.Rodari” – Istituto 
Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro 
ITALY
Age of pupils: 10 years old
Number of pupils: 17

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

Sometimes students and teachers can 
get stuck in the cycle of starting and 
finishing units of study in their math 
curriculum without stopping to think 
about how mathematical thinking is used 
in the world.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

We want to learn how reality tasks can 
improve math. Students can learn how 
they will have to use their math skills in 
the real world and learn:

MATHEMATICAL REALITY TASK: “PLANNING 
A SUCCESSFUL FIELD TRIP TO A MUSEUM”

• to make decisions that satisfy everyone, 
calculate the distance and establish any 
stops for drinking and stretch their legs 
before arriving at the destination;

• to make phone calls, to book the visit to 
a museum and buy tickets;

• to calculate how much they all will 
spend for the trip;    

• how arrange for transportation and 
compare the price of different means of 
transport;

• to choose appropriate clothes and 
comfortable shoes;

• to decide on a food plan;
• to develop schedule for the day; 

• to create a list of all student names and 
home phone numbers for use in an 
emergency. 

• To discuss expected behavior
• To create a short news report about 

what happened on the field trip.                                                                                                                        

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Primary school students love History very 
much and ancient Egyptians always turn 
on  their imagination and curiosity. When 
teachers asked them they would like to 
go  pupils, independently, have chosen to 
go to visit the nearest Egyptian museum 
to deepen their knowledge.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

This task of reality, in addiction to having 
the aim of bringing mathematics closer 
to a real life, has been an interdisciplinary 
work to History, Geography and religion. 
It has allowed children:  
• To develop competences in a foreign 

language;
• To compare their ideas and to agree 

on the choice and planning of their 
educational field-trip;                                                                                            

• To deepen their knowledge about 
customs and habits of ancient and 
modern Egyptians;

• To know the geography of Egypt and 
the importance of the Nile river for the 
economy of the country;

• To know the ancient beliefs and 
religions; 

Why do we do what we do?
• To upgrade the capacity to capture the 

main information useful to achieve the 
purpose to the ability task;

• To increase  the effort of organizing  the 
knowledge aquired in a productive way;

• To improve an  active collaboration and 
partecipation in teamwork;

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?
• Students  collect enough  information 

about the museum;
• They draw all the main steps of their 

field-trip ;                                                                   
• Pupils have worked in groups to 

implement their travel project;

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

Schools should have more field-trip 
because:
• Students really do learn stuff on them;
• New experiences can increase interest;
• Field- trips and hands on learning make 

concepts more memorable;
• When students leave the classroom 

they see connection between what is 
happening at school and in “real world”.

Primary School “G.Rodari” – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY Primary School “G.Rodari” – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY



Latvia. 
Rūjienas pre-primary school ”Vārpiņa”
6 year old children - 40
5 year old children - 18 

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• How are potatoes grown? 
• What influences the process of growth 

and yield formation?
• How are potatoes used?

FROM THE FIELD TO THE TABLE
What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children know that the potato grows in 
the garden and is tasty. Potatoes come in 
different colors
During the theme work, children would 
like to find out:
• how many potatoes grow from one 

potato
• what will be the weight
• the color of the flowers
• what can be made from potatoes.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Each year our town chooses ones plant 
for the theme and this year’s honor was 
given to potato and the motto “Potato 
grows in the yard”. Each town’s  office 
was offered three varieties of potatoes 
for cultivation. Together with our children, 
we decided to plant, gown, study growth 
and harvest. 

Latvia. Rūjienas pre-primary school ”Vārpiņa”

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

1. Observations in nature, practical plant 
care, excursion to the farm (Science). 

2. Weighing, measuring, counting, 
comparing potatoes by color and size 
(Math). 

3. Various literature and stories by 
experience, debate after observations 
(Linguistics). 

4. Songs, toys, games, works of art, 
exhibitions (Culture and Art).

5. Collaboration on Plant Care, 
Participation in City Events (Social Skills 
Area).

6. Work with tools, use of interactive 
technologies (Technology).

7. Exercise games, work, healthy diet 
(Exercise and physical activity).

Why do we do what we do?

Children’s creativity increases their 
knowledge of the topic.
Together with the family, children search 
for information in the encyclopedia and 
on the Internet, thus increasing digital 
literacy and interest in the topic.
By working, taking care of plants, the 
child learns about the growth process 
and what influences it.
Our students wanted to explore the 
whole process from the start to finish.
The children developed the ability to 
cooperate, to form a dialogue with other 
children.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

The children have grown their potatoes 
and harvested them. They have studied 
the structure of plants, found out what 
affects the growth and pest risk.
The children have developed an in-depth 
understanding of the subject, an interest 
in research, creation and experimentation.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

We have worked on the topic with all 
kinds of activities. From observation to 
practical action.
We have covered all areas of study:
Languages; social and civic studies; 
cultural and self-expression in art; natural 
sciences; math; technology; health and 
physical activity.
With the help of teachers, the following 
information was gathered:

• weight of potatoes before planting
• planting process and plant care
• plant observations during the blooming 

time
• harvesting, weighing, counting
• results of experiments with starch 

production.

Latvia. Rūjienas pre-primary school ”Vārpiņa”



Greece, 
2nd Primary School of Vartholomio Ilias,  
Age of pupils: 6years old
Number of pupils: 13 

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

So, the basic idea was to realize that 
shapes are existing everywhere, 
everything is made by shapes and 
to understand some of their special 
characteristics.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

As above, children had some ideas and 
were able to distinguish some of the 
basic differences of geometric shapes. 
They could draw and paint all of them 
but they couldn’t speak in terms and 
rules. Through this didactic approach 
we expected to be able to identify 
and describe geometric shapes in 
mathematical terms (as used in school).  

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

In our country, our belief is that ART is 
SCIENCE since ancient classic years. 
So, this year, at the beginning of the 
school year, we decided with first’s class 
students to deal with geometric shapes in 
a different way to books.

Describe the learning activities? 
Wich subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

After discussing about the paintings 
and the painters, the pupils identified 
the geometric shapes “travelled” with 
their finger around them. Teacher chose 
13 paintings to get to know the shapes 
better. She chose paintings by Pablo 
Picasso, Paul Klee, Joan Miro, Wassily 
Kandinsky and our compatriot Alexis 
Akrithakis. 

SCIENCE AND MATH
After discussing about the paintings 
and the painters, students identified the 
geometric shapes “travelled” with their 
finger around them. 
So students got involved with Aesthetic 
Education, Language (in description and 
narration), Mathematics (organization, 
classification and design) and of course 
physical activity (trying to make a 
shape with their body or to express and 
describe an object from around). 

Why do we do what we do?

The basic idea of our goal was: our life 
is…Geometry. Geometry is everywhere, 
in objects they see, touch, play, eat… So, 
it’s easy to understand the importance of 
knowing the rules of them just to apply in 
their everyday life. 

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

The evaluation was applied every day to 
see how much students had responded 
to what we had previously approached. 
For example, just a simple reference to 
the shape of the classroom bookcase 
and with what kind of shapes a carpenter 
could build it, was enough to understand 
the degree of responsiveness of children.
We realized that we have done our 
didactic approach when they used to use 
the new “words” in their games or during 
the lesson. 

Greece, 2nd Primary School of Vartholomio Ilias Greece, 2nd Primary School of Vartholomio Ilias



During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

Areas involved in the process:
• motor: balance, perception of space, 

using a compas, a globe, a magnifier
• making 3D glasses using Technology
• preparing geometrical sandwiches at 

Delicious Math lessons
• scientific: to learn more about the 

shapes, angles, Earth, directions, world 
exploring, making things, experimenting,                                                        
solving fun mathematical problems and 
games  

• social: working in a group, discussing 
and followinf rules,strategic planning, 
collaboration with classmates 

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?
Our children love project-based learning, 
they think and expect to discover the 
world exploring, experimenting, solving 
problems, innovating new things, 
expressing themselves, engoying 
together.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?
We asked children is learning Science and 
Math difficult.They said “Yes”. We asked 
them what they want to do more   at 
these lessons. And we understood that 
it is necessary to prioritize the hands-on 
experience and real-world application. 
                 

SCIENCE AND MATH
Describe the learning activities? 
Wich subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?
STEM education creates critical thinkers, 
increases science literacy, and enables 
the next generation of innovators.  STEM 
activities provide hands-on and minds-on 
lessons for the student. Making math and 
science both fun and interesting helps the 
student to do much more than just learn.

Why do we do what we do?

• to improve knowledge on Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics;

• to activate mental activity;
• to activate interest in mathematics   

such as science;
• to attract and entertain children with 

unexpected, non-standard approaches;
• to develop motor, cognitive, soft  and 

emotional skills, imagination,  creativity, 
self-confidence, communicative skills, 
collaboration, negotiating ability, 
empathy, management, presenting their 
work 

• to participate and influence in    school  
life 

• The multidisciplinary activities allow 
children play their skills and potetials in 
an active, emotional and creative way, 
involving them entirely: mind and body.

Bulgaria – Otec Paisii High School

Evaluation of  what we have done and 
how we have done it     

We used pedagogical strategies and 
approaches that stimulate active learning 
through mathematics training. Children 
were involved to  work in a team and 
with STEM the introduction to Sciences 
is done with hands-on activities, where 
children are actively involved and have 
fun. 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

The assessment of what we have learned 
during the theme work is very positive.
During the activities the children 
consolidated their knowledge in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. They have experienced 
projecting and working together. Children 
had fun together and felt good. They 
were motivated to learn and discover new 
learning.

Bulgaria – Otec Paisii High School



Thorning Skole Denmark 
students aged 5-10 years.
8 students from IC, students with special 
needs, 21 students from primary school.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

They did’nt know much about the theme. 
They have all a knowledge of using math 
in everyday life and the ordinary Math 
lessons at school. 
We would like the children to be 
innovative and “ thinking out the box”.
During the process we would like to 
motivate the children to express math 
both in words and hands on. 
Inspired by the workshop in Lego, we try 
to ask open questions.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Grade 0: In grade 0 and IC,  the students 
are working with a Math-system in math. 
We would like to do some other activities 
where the students are active and every 
one can feel that they have math skills 
and they can used it for many different 
things.
In IC we often use math Stories to solve a 
problem. Like adding 10 red apples and 
2 green. How many apples do we have in 
total. We would like to give the students 
experience with the fact that there is 
Math in a lot of things you do in your daily 
life.

MATH AND SCIENCE
Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Workshops :
Empty your pencil case:
The children had an open space where 
they could empty their pencil case. 
They were told that you can learn 
math in many ways. They could decide 
themselves what to do with the contents 
of the pencil case.
The students were a bit insecure in the 
beginning. Normally they get more 
guidance from a teacher when starting 
a new task, but suddenly something 
happened. A boy started to sort his 
pencils in colors. Other started to build 
different figures. Some sorted by size. 
other wrote their names. Some started 
to work together. Best of all,- there was a 
lot positive energy and noise. We asked 
them open questions, and everyone 
could participate in their own way. 
 
Math Stories:
The student had two tasks. They got a 
simple math story. They had “to draw” 
the story and make a short drama 
performance. Then they had to do their 
own stories and decide how they will 
show the other students their work.
 
Subjects/areas of learning:
Maths
Science
Language skills
Fantasy/drama
Motoric skills
Social skills
Learning by doing;  
• They were using many of their senses. 
• You could use your daily life experience 

in solving the task.
• Each child had the possibility to get 

their own individual math experience.

Thorning Skole Denmark

Why do we do what we do?
• The students were active.
• We would like to inspire their fantasy.
• They used their senses.
• They had an active role in the 

workshops
• We managed to organize the learning 

environment so the children felt 
important and an equal participant in 
the process.  

We would like to challenge both 
ourselves and the student by using 
“another method” than we normally do.  
“Empty the pencil case” and “ math 
stories” gave the possibility for the 
students to decide themselves how 
they will solve the task. There were very 
different ways to do it.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?
It was a challenge for the teacher not 
to guide so much during the activity 
in grade 0. It was the same in IC. You 

 Thorning Skole Denmark

sometimes felt that there was a bit of 
chaos around you.
We had no conflicts only a lot of noise 
from happy children. Our group of 
challenged children, these children had 
the possibility to be active and work with 
their own material.
There were no agenda, the children 
should make their own agenda. In the 
beginning the children was a bit insecure 
because of the open structure, but it 
changed to positive energi.
They inspired each other and some 
started to cooperate.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

We have learned that the students are 
very innovative and have a good fantasy. 
Many competences were used even if the 
subject was math. The open structure of 
the tasks inspired some of the students 
to cooperate with other students so that 
they together could solve the task even 
better.



Hungary, Szegedi Pitypang Evangélikus Óvoda

Hungary, Szegedi Pitypang Evangélikus 
Óvoda  (Szeged Dandelion Lutheran 
Kindergarten)
2,5-7 age  (2.5-5 in the group Ladybug)
64 children  (21 children in the group 
Ladybug)

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

We wanted to understand the causes of 
the changes in nature.
How can we use the leaves 
How to add mathematical content 
in a playful form taking into account 
differences in development

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

When I asked why the leaves would be 
colorful and falling, the answer was that 
winter is coming. The real biological 
cause was obliviously unknown. 
So we tried to look at the leaves from 
several point of view: 
• Do they breathe?
• How to absorb water?
• How to extract color from them?
• Wow can we use them? 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Observing changes in nature is a 
common theme. But only rarely do we 
experiment in kindergarten or highlight 
alternative uses. The project provided an 
opportunity to work on the subject within 
not  the usual framework.  

WHY DO THE LEAVES CHANGE THEIR 
COLOUR

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

The discovery of fall foliage in the nursery 
garden started the theme.
Boating on the Tisza River provided a 
great opportunity to observe that this 
change is not unique, with every tree start 
changing with the approach of autumn.

I believe that through fairy tales children 
are the easiest to process things in the 
world. So they listened to and heard tales 
about the autumn leaves in dramatic 
form.
We listened to classical music and sang 
folk songs on the theme of autumn

The children themselves collected, 
pressed, and used the leaves to create. 
They were introduced to a new technique 
of printing with shaving foam. (I thank the 
Italian partners for the idea!)
We collected and dried the leaves of 
herbs as they can be useful in this form as 
well. In the group we also made tea from 
these.

Experimented and watched a short 
video to get a deeper understanding of 
the biological causes of the change in 
the leaves. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UuTrDnzmMxY

Every day I was given the opportunity 
to play math games. Identification of 
number forms; quantity reconciliation; 
size – color- shape difference.

Topics covered: environment and 
mathematics; singing and music; mother 
tongue and fairy tale; physical activity 
and fine motor skills.

Hungary, Szegedi Pitypang Evangélikus Óvoda

Why do we do what we do?

The project had an impact on all skills and 
abilities.
In addition to mathematical skills, 
cognitive and motor abilities have also 
developed.
It also had a positive impact on social and 
group abilities.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

The kids enjoyed the new type of play to 
learning math.
They were delighted that they could do 
something that was not ordinary. It is not 
unusual to make and cook tea in a group 
room.
It was a spontaneous opportunity to 
illustrate how some animals try to hide. 
(The kids found the locust.)

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?
As so many activities were planned 
and some could not be implemented, 
a reorganization of our current work 
schedule also occurred.
We are currently working on weekly 
shifts, but it has come to our attention 
that processing topics and implementing 
ideas could be more effective in biweekly 
shifts. This way the children could work 
on a topic with one teacher.
There are currently weekly topics in the 
national core curriculum.
  



Turkey, 
Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu age: 7-9
Number of pupils: around 60 

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• In this theme, we intended to show that 
math and science are enjoyable. 

• Teaching math through games always 
works. Students had great time. 
Because of this, participation was high. 
To make learning permanent, we should 
involve students as much as possible. 
Besides, if they have fun they will 
probably learn better.

• We did a simple experiment with colors. 
It was simple, but effective. It is always 
better to teach with experiments. 
Students are both active observers and 
doers. Students had the chance to see 
the whole process. Besides, experiments 
are always enjoyable.

PLAYING AND COLORING
What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

• In primary school, students mostly 
prefer games as a way of learning. 
So, they chose to learn math through 
games. This decision was respected by 
the teachers. So, they played and learn 
at the same time.

• When it comes to science, experiments 
are inevitable. They prefer experiments 
which can be done in daily life. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

We embedded our theme work to our 
curriculum. So, it was easy to decide 
on the specific subject. In this way, we 
taught the upcoming topic through our 
theme work. We had a great synergy.
 

Turkey , 3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu

Describe the learning activities? 
Wich subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?
• Students learned mathematical 

operations through games. They learned 
by doing. All the sensors were active. İn 
addition, they had great fun.

• Students did an experiment with color. 
They learned by doing. This way, 
learning was intended to be permanent.

Why do we do what we do?

Our first aim was to involve students as 
much as possible. They were active in all 
the steps. Quick thinking and everyday 
skills are other competences that we 
planned to teach.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

It is possible to say that theme work was 
successful. All the aims were reached 
during theme work. Students were 
always in the center. They gained really 
important competences.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

During the theme work we learned that if 
you involve students learning takes place. 
If you add some fun they return home 
with full packets.

Turkey , 3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu




