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Priority:
The Project aims to develop the 
pedagogues understanding of the details 
that are crucial for a good learning 
process and to create a model for 
evaluating the wholeness of the learning 
process. The emphasis is on the process 
not on the children’s individual learning 
results.

What are the needs of the future adults? 
We need to develop education so that 
children can reach the competences 
needed in the future. What does it mean 
in my work with the children? How 
can I know how we are doing, are we 
succeeding? Is the child being active; do 
the children’s interest mold our learning 
process?

The national curriculums gives all the 
participating schools the subjects and 
competences to be reached in the 
learning process. In addition we now have 
a joint list of Competences developed by 
the European Commission. The European 
Commission aims to strengthen ‘key 
competences’ – knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes that will help learners find 
personal fulfilment and, later in life, find 
work and take part in society.



We started our project nature and 
environment with a gathering. The 
children said what they thought, nature 
and environment is. I wrote their thoughts 
on the cupboard.

Then we talked about where we could 
find nature. The childrens suggestion was:
-the forest. We decided together, that we 
make an excursion to the forest.

CREATURES OF THE FOREST
We went by bus to the forest. There we 
looked around, what the forest looked 
like and what different kind of nature 
things we saw there. We had a picnic in 
the forest. 

When we came back to the preschool, 
the children painted with wax crayons 
and
water colours, what they had seen in the 
forest. When we looked at the paintings, 
the children noticed, that everybody had 
painted trees. We decided, that we could 
work with trees.
In a book, we saw figures, made of tree. 
The children were interested to make 
their own nature figures.

My brother who own forest, caught birch 
pieces to every child. 
We decided to make a new excursion to 
the same forest, were the children could  
gather, nature things to their own nature 
figures.
When we came to the forest the children 
found sticks, cones, leaves etc. In the 
forest we also study what the trees 
looked like with loops. The children also 
hugged trees in the forest. They thought 
that it felt hard but good to hug a tree.

In the preschool every child made their 
own nature figures. I had been on a digital 
course, where I had learn a nice program 
on an iPad. I asked if the children would 
like to have their own figures to talk. They 
said yes.

I asked the children to thought about 
next questions:
1. Name of their nature figures.
2. Where does it live.(home)
3. What does the figure like to do in the 

forest.

The next step was to take a picture of 
their own nature figure with iPad. Then 
they made a line on their figure like a 
mouth.

The whole group liked this project very 
much. They could show their work to 
their parents.
We continue to make trips to the same 
place in the forest, the whole year, and 
study more about forest.

Finland – Turku  Finland – Turku



Primary School S. Veneranda – Istituto 
Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – 
ITALY
Age of pupils: 8-9-10 years old
Number of pupils: 67

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

The importance of plants in ecosystem 
and human life.
How the outdoor learning space affects 
teaching and the dynamics of learning.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

We tried to emphasize the use of an 
inquiry method which has roots in the 
work of philosopher John Dewey. The 
term “inquiry” is preferred to “lesson” 
because the emphasis is on the group 
inquiring together into questions with 
the teacher as a facilitator rather than the 
authoritative source of information. We 
started with a question - Why is human 
life possible? - and it raised a series of 
questions in the students:
• What is the most important thing for 

living?
• What influences people health?
• What can I do for the environment?
• Why are trees so important?
• How many trees does a person need to 

live?

A FOREST FOR THE CITY
How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

The subject offers the possibility to act 
on all aspects of learning: intellectual, 
emotional, manual and sensorial. It 
also stimulates transversal skills in real 
situations: taking notes, observing, 
classifying, reflecting on cause-effect 
relationships, formulating hypotheses.
The project aimed to transform 
educational practices, moving from 
frequent indoor activities to a regular use 
of the outdoor environment.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

This theme work is part of a more 
extensive science and environmental 
education project.
• Starting from questions…trying to 

answer (Philosophy for Children).
• Reading the book by Jean Giono and 

watching the film by Frédérick Back 
“The man who planted trees”  
https://vimeo.com/19426214

• Picking acorns in our garden. The best 
time to collect acorns, either off the tree 
or from the ground, is when they begin 
falling. Prime picking is late September 
through the first week in November.

• Sowing of acorns in a plastic bottle with 
holes on the bottom.

• To water the acorns during winter 
time.

• Planting the oaks in our garden in 
Spring.  
Watch the video: 

https://youtu.be/0E2xuItqm6E

Why do we do what we do?

Kids always love anything to do with 
seeds and plants.
Not only is it super fun to plant your 
own seeds and watch them grow, 
but it provides all kinds of learning 
opportunities. Besides learning about 
plants, children also gain knowledge in 
using various scientific skills like making 
observations and predictions. Planting 
seeds also teaches children about 
responsibility as they learn to care for 
their plants daily.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

• Was there enough time? 
• Did the planting of the seeds go 

smoothly? 
• Did students have enough content 

information about plants?
• Do we transform our educational 

practices, moving from frequent indoor 
activities to a regular use of the outdoor 
environment?

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

We recognize the importance of outdoor 
activities for young children’s healthy 
growth.
Outdoor learning environments are less 
structured and formal than classroom 
environments, allowing more physical 
mobility. In comparison to a classroom 
environment, outdoor learning increases 
the physical space around children.

Primary School S. Veneranda – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY Primary School S. Veneranda – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY



Latvia. 
Rūjiena special education pre-school “ 
Varpina”. 6 year old children – 66, 5 year 
old children - 21

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• Why leaves change color in the autumn? 
• Where do leaves get the color from?
• Why do leaves fall?
• What happens to the leaf when it falls?
• Where is autumn the most colorful one?

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children know that leaves’ buds come out 
in spring, but fall in autumn. 
In summer the leaves are green, in 
autumn they change the color and fall. 
During the exploration of the theme 
children wanted to know the following: 
• why leaves change the color during the 

autumn
• why leaves in the park are gathered but 

the ones in the woods are not?
• what can we do with the leaves that 

have fallen?

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Children had a lot of questions during the 
walks and outside classes. 

LEAVE’ S JOURNEY IN AUTUMN
Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

1. The observations in the nature (science 
of nature) 

2. The grouping of the leaves by form, 
color, size (mathematics) 

3. Experiments ( This experiment we 
offered to do our children together 
with their parents because it required a 
lot of time and it is important that the 
family gets involved). 

During the experiment we will answer to 
the question: “Where do leaves take the 
color?” 
Necessary materials: 
• four to five spinach leaves;
• one glass;
• spoon;
• nail polish remover;
• coffee filter;
• scissors;
• scotch tape;
• pencil.
Experiment’s proceess:
• Tear the spinach leaves in small pieces.
• Place the pieces in the glass and mash 

them with the spoon.
• Add to the mashed spinach several 

teaspoons nailpolish remover. It is 
necessary to add the liquid as much as it 
covers the leaves. 

• Cut the rectangle size shape from 
the coffee filter. That should be more 
narrow than the glass. 

• With the scotch tape attach the cut 
out from the coffee filter to the penciel, 
wait until the leaves sit on the bottom 
of the glass and place the pencil on the 
glass the way that the end of the filter 
touches the nailpolish remover liquid, 
not touching the leaves. 

• Leave the glass for several hours. .
What happens?  
( children’ s presentaiton)

4. Preparation of herbarium.
5. Reading of the literature about the 

autumn and trees (cultural education).
6. Making up fairy tales and stories 

(creative writing)
7. Songs and games.
8. Creation of different collages 

(creativity)
9. 3D works from the leaves and fruit 

(creativity). 

Why do we do what we do?

During the activities, children gain 
knowledge about the specific theme. 
Together with the family children 
look for information online and in the 
encyclopaedia this way improving their 
digital competencies and interest about 
the theme. 
During the experiment children develop 
ability to think and to make conclusions. 
Teacher in the language that is 
understandable to the children, explain 
the new terms: 
Chlorophyll (it is chemical substance that 
makes the leaves become green) and 
photosynthesis (it is a process during 
which the plants turn the sunlight and 
water into chlorophyll. 
Children have the ability to test 
themselves in the public speaking in front 
of their group about the new knowledge 
that they gained together with their 
family about the topic. 

Children develop ability to cooperate and 
create a dialogue with other children.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Children gained deeper understanding 
about the specific theme, interest 
to search and create as well as to 
experiment.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

We have been working on this theme in 
different ways and kinds. Starting with 
the observations till the practical action. 
We have covered all study aspects:
 language, social studies, culture and self-
expression, nature science, mathematics, 
technology, health and physical activities. 
With the help of teachers the following 
was the conclusion of the study: 
• During spring and summer due to the 

photosynthesis in the leaves there is 
being produced a lot of chlorophyll, that 
is the visible green colour. 

• With the days becoming shorter, 
chlorophyll production diminishes, there 
is less green colour and it is exchanged 
for the other colours. 

• When the green colour is completely 
gone, the leaves soon start falling 

Latvia. Rūjiena special education pre-school “ Varpina” Latvia. Rūjiena special education pre-school “ Varpina”



Greece, 
2nd Primary School of Vartholomio,  
45 pupils aprox., between 6-8 years old. 

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• Let the students know the Forest of 
Thines 

• Get in touch with its ecosystem 
• To realize the value of the Forest in 

general 
• ... and especially the value of the 

particular Forest 
• To understand its contribution to our 

quality and lifestyle

THINES: OUR FOREST

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Because the challenge of the forest which 
is well known by the students as ‘Thines 
Forest’. We tried to explore and learn its 
history and what hides in it. Students has 
to realize that this forest is an artificial 
forest and it was planted for a specific 
purpose. A visit and some kinds of games 
in it, would be helpful for them to realize 
the importance of “our forest”.  

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

We decided on this subject because this 
forest is near to our village and every 
student knows it. After all it is a ‘scientific’ 
miracle and the 1st one in Mediterranean 
area which is artificial and was created to 
protect a whole area from desertification.

Describe the learning activities? 
Wich subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

• Language (development and cultivation 
of spoken and written expression) 

• Physics (flora and fauna, ecosystems, 
living and whiteness, soil erosion) 

• Geography (orientation, location of 
areas on map, mapping) 

• Aesthetic education (creation of “our” 
games with the Forest, visual arts 
and compositions with natural forest 
materials)  

Why do we do what we do?

They will try to explore the desirable 
knowledge via games e.g. “The Game of 
the Forester” and “Discover Forest Trails”. 
Through discussion and a demonstration 
with maquette creation they can realize 
the importance of this treasure. After 
that they can create their own paintings 
showing their perceptions about this 
forest.

Greece, 2nd Primary School of Vartholomio Greece, 2nd Primary School of Vartholomio



During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• To know and draw, to speak and work, 
to plant 

• and water, to build and feed .
• Make and colour the names of plants in 

our school yard, using our imagination 
and prepare from different materials  
exhibition “Autumn, presenting and 
evaluating , team work in the classroom 
and out  with parents and partners

• Team work – everybody, every class in 
our school had a task and worked with a 
lot of excitement and pleasure. 

• Communicating and working with 
younger and older children and adults 
from the local community

• Creating positive atmosphere at school, 
local municipality.

NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT
What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

The children know that everybody has 
to take care about the nature - plants, 
birds, animals, they expect to learn new 
things and activities how they, themselves 
can do this – reduce, reuse, recycle. 
They think useful knowledge protect 
environment.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Nature education- this year we built eco 
classroom in the school yard, we planted 
flowers, trees with the students, parents, 
partners from the municipality and local 
business. 

We are studying / we are learning more 
about / we want to understand

We live on the planet Earth together, we 
are the part of the nature, we have to 
protect life, make better the environment.

Why do we do what we do?

Why do we do what we do?
How are children’s /pupils multifaceted 
competences developed?
• to improve knowledge on Earth 

problems, nature, and how to protect 
the environment, the importance of 
ecological education-how to reduce, 
reuse, recycle, respect life on Earth, 
proud of beauty of Bulgarian Nature 

• to develop motorical skills, imagination, 
self-confidence, communicative skills, 
reading, writing skills, 

• to aquire new multiliteracy competences 
including Biology, Chemistry, 
Geography, Art, IT.

• to participate in school and community 
life 

• to respect Bulgarian Nature, planet 
Earth

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

We made exhibition of eco posters with 
the students of our town in front of the 
municipality, team work with parents 
planting together flowers and trees, 
painting school fence, presenting, we 
made houses for the birds in our school 
yard, we collected and recycled lids of 
plastic bottles and old paper, we enjoyed 
light show  and eco dress show from 
recycling materials, as usual we did 
charity activities to help children in need.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

We enriched our knowledge, practice on 
ecological problems, learnt more  about 
life on our planet and how to protect it, 
communicated, worked and played in 
teams, learned how to be sympathetic 
to Nature and Environment, had a lot of 
pleasure. 
When we are together, we can do 
everything!

Bulgaria – Otec Paisii High School Bulgaria – Otec Paisii High School



Thorning Skole Denmark 
aged 5-9 years 40 students

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

Close to our school is “Energimuseet” - a 
center where you can learn about energy, 
nature and sustainability. The buildings  
are situated in a wonderful nature close to 
Tange Lake.  They have a  school service, 
which in cooperation with teachers and 
pedagogues, plan different workshops 
for the students. Our theme “nature and 
environment” would naturally fit in this 
context .

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

They had information about the museum.  
They had learned  about insects and 
other small animals you can find in the 
area. 
The pupils were looking forward to a day 
out in nature; to travel by bus, to be out 
in a big group and to be away from the 
classroom for a day. 

NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Workshops :

Binoculars: Looking for birds and other 
things you can see far away.

Insects: Looking for small animals and 
insect using magnifying glasses     and 
use a map to identify them.

The food of the future:  Discussing why it 
is necessary to change our eating habits 
in the future. Tasting insects and worms.

Lightning show: learning a little bit about 
electricity and about how to behave 
when there is lightning.

Learning by doing; 
The children were active using their 
bodies finding insects,birds, tasting, 
playing.
They were using many of their senses. 
They were exploring their environment 
using different tools.
We had time to play and have fun 
together. New friendships were 
established.
Each child had the possibility to get their 
own individual experience.

Why do we do what we do?

The students were active.
Nature inspired their fantasy.
They were outdoor all day long
They used all their senses.
They had an active role in the workshops
We managed to organise the learning 
environment so the children felt 
important and an equal participant in the 
process.
Everyday skills, social and emotional:
How do you behave away from school on 
a daytrip and among your classmates?

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

We planned the day with museum 
pedagogue Maria. She suggested a 
program for our visit “ Our wonderful 
world “.
It is always very inspiring to cooperate 
with professionals.
We had no conflicts and our group of 
challenged children, these children thrive 
in the nature.
We learned a lot about our wonderful 
world. 
We -children and teachers- had a 
fantastic day. 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

Nature is a very important “classroom” 
when you plan activities. There are less 
conflicts and a lot of positive energy. 
Being in nature caused more inclusion.
Our students are more brave than 
expected. They dare to taste strange 
food that even the teachers wouldn’t.  
Using different tools, like binoculars, 
make the students more active and 
engaged. 

Thorning Skole Denmark  Thorning Skole Denmark



Hungary, Vasút a gyermekekért alapítvány” Szeged Nursery school Hungary, Vasút a gyermekekért alapítvány” Szeged Nursery school

Hungary, Vasút a gyermekekért 
alapítvány” Szeged Nursery school
Age: between 2,5 and 7 years old

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

How and where do bees live? 
What are their benefits?
The pollination of plants
The production of honey 
How do bees communicate 
How do they cope with cold,and live 
during winter time?
Who deals with the bees?
What is the job,bee-keeper like? 
What is the difference between the bee 
and the wasp?
Which one you shouldn’t be afraid of?

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children have already known that the 
honey is being  produced by the bees. In 
their groups they made bees, in the aid 
of pictures they could get to know about 
the importance and communication of 
the bees.

THE LIFE OF THE BEES, THEIR IMPORTANCE 
AND BENEFITS IN OUR LIVES

They imitated them and tried to lead 
up each other to a certain point in their 
room in this funny way. ( Their spatial 
orientation and memorial ability were 
used.) A real bee-keeper who visited us 
could show them the habitation of the 
bees, with the help of his presentation 
and tools he demonstrated the life 
and keeping of the bees in an artificial 
environment. He added plus information 
about the bees with playful exercises 
considering their previous knowledge 
and he answered to their questions. 
The children could be familiar with the 
everyday life of the bees in their hive 
during the visit to the apiary. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

In Hungary a lot of families deal with bee-
keeping. Unfortunately,in this year lots 
of bee families died which cause serious 
problems in the production of honey.
In the European Union several decisions 
were made in connection with those 
fertilizers which are dangerous for the 
lives of the bees,indirectly to the human 
beings also,so this theme was actual 
nowdays. 

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

The topic’s elaboration was done in a 
complex way:
Beside the environmental training for 
the children, their works of art and 
movements also appeared, they could 
improve their imagination by listening to 
a tale in connection with the topic.

Why do we do what we do?
Beside the environmental training, a 
complex elaboration of the topic was 
done. The attention and the fine motor-
planning skills were emphasized specially 
during the work of art.The spatial 
memory and orientation were improved 
while the kids were imitating the bees. 

The questions which were asked by them 
reflected that their attention and logical 
thinking were also developed. In their 
free-time activities and games what they 
learned were turned up.
They played bee-keeper-like games. :)

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Before the visits to the apiary, we did 
topic’s elaboration classes which drew the 
childrens’ attention to the bees,so when 
the bee-keeper visited our institution  and 
when we went to his apiary they were 
the heyday of our project. This previous 
elaboration of the topic helped  the 
children to get a more exact knowledge 
about the bees,and those children who 
have had bad experiences about them, 
the visit would not mean a big challenge 
for them. (In our group there are two 
children whom a bee stung not a long 
time ago. The closed brought-in beehive 
had a specially good effect on resolving 

their fears who were stung. The chidrens’ 
general reactions to the flying insects 
that they chase them away. With the aid 
of this project they could learn that this 
negative reaction means fear and attack 
for these insects, therefore they try to 
wait until they fly away or just blow them 
away,or they leave the place as soon as 
possible.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?
When we would like to know those 
plants,which we are not sure about if 
we like them or not,it is more beneficial 
to learn about them firstly in a safer 
condition,and look at them from a certain 
distance,then we can get closer to them 
to get to know them well. In this way the 
children can cope and fight with their 
fears easier,and we as nursery teachers 
have a chance to draw their attention to 
these unusual topics too.  



Turkey, 
3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim 
Vakfı İlkokulu, 35 pupils aprox., between 
6-8 years old. 

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• To realize the value of the recycle 
• Let the students know the importance 

of recycle 
• to find a way to change destiny of waste
• to understand diffrence between waste 

and recycle
• To understand its contribution to our 

quality and lifestyle

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Every student know that our school has 
have culture about recycling and we have 
many prie about reycling. But during the 
decide on the specific subject we want 
from students to find a different way 

RECYCLED FASHION SHOW
to attention on recycling. We tried to 
explore and learn about how could we 
use these wastes. Students has to realize 
that wastes are could be use in different 
ways.  

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

We decided on this subject because 
we have project in our municipality and 
we focused about “what could we do 
something different”. After all we chose a 
“fashion show”. 

Describe the learning activities? 
Wich subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?
• Language (development and cultivation 

of spoken and written expression) 
• Social science (demonstration, self 

express,
• Aesthetic education (creation of “our” 

clothes with the recycling materials, 
visual arts and compositions with 
recycling materials)

Why do we do what we do?

They will try to explore the desirable 
knowledge if we want we could make 
different things with recyclable creatures. 
Through discussion and a demonstration 
children realize that sometimes 
somenones could have a good idea and 
they have a chance to see different ideas 
and after that they can create their own 
paintings showing their perceptions 
about this fashion show.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

After the decision of Fashion show, 
students decided about clothes and 
chosed the material which will use on 
their creatures. And they meet in a 
scheduled program and they discussed 
about their works. After the meeting 
students could have chance to change on 
their works.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

We have learned, we have many chance 
to work with recycled waste. And when 
we work with a group we have chance 
to hear different ideas, deficiencies in 
our studies, develop our speaking and 
working in a team skills. We realized also 
recycling is a big problem of our planet 
Earth but if we want we could solve this 
problem with team work. 

Turkey , 3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu Turkey , 3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu




