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Finland – Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool  Finland – Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool

FINLAND
Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool
Age: 6 years old
Number of pupils: 13 pupils
Teacher: Daniela Söderström

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• The children wanted to learn to play 
instruments and also together as a 
band.

• During the project, the children became 
interested in musical notes and wanted 
to learn to play to notes.

• The teacher’s goal was also to use music 
as a tool to attract the children to use 
their imagination and creativity.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

• The children had different thoughts 
about what music is, but the teacher 
could recognize four categories in their 
thoughts. Music is either: 1) singing, 2) 
instruments playing, 3) melody, or 4) 
sound.

• Drama was something that the children 
were unfamiliar with.

• When the teacher asked the children 
what they would like to learn or do 
during the project, they said that they 
wanted to play instruments. A few days 
later the children asked the teacher 
if it is possible if they could make 
instruments of their own that they could 
play on.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

• The children’s wishes have been in focus 
during this theme work.

• In a brainstorming session, the children’s 
thoughts came up that the teacher took 
hold of.

• They were also curious about drama, 
because it was something unfamiliar 
and new for the children.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Playing instruments
Music and music theory
• One wish that the children had, was 

to learn to play like a band. We have 
therefore done a lot of rhythm exercises 
and learned about music’s beat. First we 
used our body in the exercises and later 
instruments.

• We learned about the difference of 
silence and instruments playing.

• We clapped and stamped to notes. 
Later we played with instruments. This 
was a very good exercise to practice to 
keep focus and reading symbols.

• Listen and repeat practicing.
• Music story. The children played 

instruments to highlight things in the 
story.

• Learning new songs and play to them.

Making instruments
• Arts & crafts, imagination, creativity and 

fine motor skills.
 
Painting to music “Listen to the music 
and paint what you think the music is 
about”
• Arts & crafts, imagination, creativity, 

empathy
 
Physical activity “Listen to the music and 
move as it make you feel”
• Dance, movement, tempo changes, 

acting, body and face impressions, 
emotions, imagination. Feel the music.

 
Using music to learn about emotions and 
social skills. Music have different feelings.

Why do we do what we do?

The children develop their:
• Interest to music, music theory and 

playing instruments
• Rhythm and beat mind
• reading symbols (notes)
• Focus
• Social skills and cooperation. When you 

play together with others you need to 
work together and not act solo.

• Listening and listening to each other.
• Imagination and expressing different 

feelings.
• Acting
• Learning from each other

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

We have let the children be active and 
more involved in the planning of this 
theme. Because of this they’ve kept 
the motivation and interest longer than 
theme projects we have had before.
The children have become very interested 
in learning about music and rhythms. 
Therefore we are still working with 
the theme and will continue after the 
teachers visit to Denmark.
This project has felt successful for both 
children and teachers.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

Asking the children what they’ve learned, 
they came up with many answers.
For example, we have learned:
• That it’s possible to paint to any kind of 

music
• New songs
• To play instruments and follow notes
• To play instruments together as a group
• What music’s beat is
• What a music story is
• That you can make instruments of 

recycled materials
Some of the children have told that 
they’ve made instruments and painted 
to music at home with their parents or 
siblings. If this doesn’t show that the 
children liked the theme work and got 
motivated, what does!?

RATTLE ORCHESTRA



Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY

ITALY
Primary school “Arca delle Colline” 
– Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – 
Pesaro
Age of pupils: 6 – 11 years old
Number of pupils: 81

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

We want to understand:
• Development of creativity and 

inventiveness (musical intelligence-
Gardner);

• How educate pupils in communication, 
socialization and learning of the notions 
concerning the artistic field, in particular 
the world of sounds and notes.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children are naturally attracted by 
music and sounds and often they are 
ready to learn many different songs 
quickly. Children really like singing songs 
together, both in Italian and English. 
Children developed creativity and 
communications thanks to theatrical 
activity and music.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

We think that singing is a learning 
opportunity. Theater, playing instruments 
and singing are the main activities used to 
bring the children closer to the music by 
developing their creativity. Parents with 
musical competence were involved by 
playing instruments while children were 
singing.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Learning activities are:
• Music activity with singing (for 6-7 years 

children)
• Music activity with flute (for 8-9 years 

children)
• Music activity with instrument (for 10 

years children)
• Theatrical acting for 9-10 years children
This theme work is part of a more 
extensive music and drama education 
project concerning the communication, 
socialization and learning of the notions 
concerning the artistic field. We also 
wanted a family involvement for a family-
school collaboration.

Why do we do what we do?

We believe children must be protagonists 
of the whole learning process, using their 
knowledge and skills and the new ones 
we teach them. 
During the theme work children have 
developed mnemonics skills, the ability 
to learning to learn, interpersonal, 
intercultural and social competences 
and cultural expression (Eight Key 
Competences).

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Our evaluation of the thematic work is 
very positive, because children learn to 
communicate, to socialize each other 
using theatrical acting, singing and music 
activities.
Children have acquired new competences 
(the knowledge of new songs, the playing 
of instruments, the use of their body and 
their mind) and stimulated their creative 
abilities.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

During the theme work we have learned:
• To recognize children’s emotions and 

competences
• To know children from another point of 

view
• To collaborate with families discovering 

their competences
• To motivate learning and enthusiasm in 

order to make them protagonists of the 
educational process

THE SANTA MARIA 
DELL’ARZILLA FESTIVAL



Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY

ITALY
Primary school “Arca delle Colline” 
– Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – 
Pesaro 
Age of pupils: 6 – 11 years old
Number of pupils: 81

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

We want to understand:
• Development of creativity and 

inventiveness;
• How educate pupils in communication, 

socialization and learning of the notions 
concerning the artistic field.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children often do not know the 
Gioacchino Rossini’s life so on the 
occasion of the 150th anniversary of 
Rossini’s death we decided to put on the 
scene some topics of his life. They studied 
his life and his most important lyrical 
works and they developed creativity and 
communications thanks to theatrical 
activity and music.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

We wanted to develop interest for a 
famous musician of our city, Gioacchino 
Rossini and his lyrical works. Theater, 
music and dance are the main activities 
used to bring the children closer to the 
musician by developing their creativity.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Learning activities are:
• Music activity with body percussion (for 

6-7 years children)
• Music activity with flute (for 8-9 years 

children)
• Music activity with wind instrument (for 

10 years children)
• Dance for all the children
• Theatrical acting for 9-10 years children
This theme work is part of a more 
extensive music and drama education 
project concerning the communication, 
socialization and learning of the notions 
concerning the artistic field.

Why do we do what we do?

We believe children must be protagonists 
of the whole learning process, using their 
knowledge and skills and the new ones 
we teach them. 
During the theme work the children 
have developed mnemonics skills, the 
ability to learning to learn, interpersonal, 
intercultural and social competences 
and cultural expression (Eight Key 
Competences).

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Our evaluation of the thematic work is 
very positive, because children learn to 
communicate, to socialize each other 
using theatrical acting, dance and music 
activities.
Children have acquired new competences 
(the knowledge of a famous musician, the 
playing of instruments, the use of their 
body and their mind) and stimulated their 
creative abilities.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

During the theme work we have learned:
• To recognize children’s emotions and 

competences
• To know children from another point of 

view
• To increase children’s self-esteem at 

school
• To motivate learning and enthusiasm in 

order to make them protagonists of the 
educational process

THEATRE “GIOACCHIN 
BURRASCA”



Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY

ITALY
Kindergarten and Primary School S. 
Veneranda – Istituto Comprensivo L. 
Pirandello – Pesaro 
Age of pupils: 5-6 years old and 10 years 
old (as tutors of the younger children)
Number of pupils: 62
Teacher Roberta Grasso

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• This is a Continuity Project between 
Kindergarten and Primary School. 
If transition activities are based on 
the children’s interests, motives 
and questions, continuity will be 
strengthened.

• Using Music to teach emotions can 
really help young children to understand 
their feelings. By playing a variety 
of contrasting tracks, we can create 
different moods which can encourage 
kids to discuss and explore their 
emotions.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

• The transition process must be 
transparent and actively involve the 
children. Kindergarten teachers and 
School teachers should clearly explain 
to pupils why they act as they do, and 
why children should participate in the 
various activities, this might make the 
transition more transparent for parents 
and children. A lack of transparency 
blurs the context and some children 
struggle when the surroundings become 

unclear. When pupils have to guess why 
they are doing something, they feel 
anxious.

• Teachers should employ a variety 
of activities similar to those used in 
kindergarten to reduce pedagogical and 
curricular gaps.

• Music can be the right subject as it 
requires a Total Physical Response, 
pupils can respond physically to what 
they hear and sing.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

• The subject offers the possibility to act 
on all aspects of learning: intellectual, 
emotional, manual, sensorial and cultural 
aspects as well.

• Pre-school age is a perfect time to give 
the opportunity to children to “feel” 
music as a natural form of expression.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Bring out a variety of songs with a variety 
of tempos. Ask your pupils to move 
accordingly, encouraging him to speed 
up if the music is fast and take it easy 
when the beat slows down or stop as a 
statue when it pause.
• The Pause: Children become statues
• Piano Forte: Children go up and down 

as the sound increase or decrease.
• Children act happily or sadly if the music 

is happy or sad.
• The Rhythm: moving Slower as turtles 

do and Faster as donkeys do.
• Children play Orff Instrument and chant.

Why do we do what we do?

• Continuity in children’s experience is the 
key to a successful transition.

• Transition from kindergarten to 
preschool to primary school is referred 
to as a process, not an event.

• The transition process must be 
transparent and actively involve the 
children.

• Collaboration must be based on regular 
personal contact.

• Using Music to teach emotions can really 
help young children to understand their 
feelings.

How are children’s multifaceted 
competences expected to develop 
during this theme work?

With this Project children:
• explore movement (developing the 

concept of rhythm);
• sing (developing their own voice, its 

sounds and rhythms)
• listen to music (developing listening 

skills and developing their imagination 
and creativity).

In this way children:
• grow emotionally, 
• learn to identify and express feelings 

evoked by music
• and develop the perception of 

themselves both as an individual and as 
part of a group.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

When observing the activities and 
children involvement and responses, we 
asked ourselves the following questions:
• Are all children having fun?
• Are all children engaged?
• Is the music working?
• Are all the children being included?

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

Pupils: 
• Moved expressively to a variety of 

sounds and music.
• Participated in activities for a variety 

of purposes, including to tell stories, 
to express feelings, to have fun for 
celebration. 

MUSIC AND EMOTIONS



Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY

ITALY
Primary School “L. Pirandello” – Istituto 
Comprensivo L. Pirandello
Age of pupils: 8 years old
Number of pupils: 42

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

We want to learn more about …  
• How to make music together
We want to understand…
• How to sing a song with sign language

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children are able to learn songs and 
they are happy to sing together during 
festivals, at school. They are interested to 
know what sign language is and how to 
communicate with this specific language. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Our city, Pesaro, which gave birth to 
Gioacchino Rossini, has a strong musical 
sensitivity so we believe it is important to 
bring our students closer to the musical 
language and to extend the pleasure of 
music to all the students, with an inclusive 
perspective. 

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

The learning activities are explained in the 
attached document.
The following areas of learning are 
integrated in the process:
• Language area: learning new words and 

rhymes
• Expressive area: drama and painting
• Cognitive area: development of memory 

and observation ability
• Social area: collaboration with others 

friends

Why do we do what we do?

The musical experience has allowed the 
children to develop their emotional skills 
and their ability to respect each other. 
They have also developed the ability to 
think and learn by a different and specific 
language such as sign language.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Our evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme is positive: the 
children were encouraged to design and 
work together with a common purpose; 
they coordinated singing and movements 
and worked hard to prepare the final 
show for families. 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

The assessment of what we have learned 
during the theme work is very positive. 
The different musical activities have 
allowed children and teachers to get to 
know each other better. Children had 
fun together and felt good. They were 
motivated to learn and discover new 
learning.

SIGN LANGUAGE FOR MUSIC 
TOGETHER



Latvia. Rūjienas pre-primary school ”Vārpiņa”

Why do we do what we do?

1. To develop traditions and values 
that must not be lost, that must be 
preserved and perfected.

2. To guide the individual impressions of 
each child and the perception of the 
surrounding world in interconnections 
and the opportunity to portray it in 
words, sounds, movements, songs.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

1. Children have produced the fairy 
tales “Old Man’s Glove” and “Bremen 
Musicians”.

2. We have created a sense of joy and 
security, expressed ourselves in creative 
activity.

3. Delighted all kindergarten children 
and employees during the week of 
kindergarten’s birthday.

4. We visited the seniors’ house with 
performances celebrating birthdays of 
those who were born in March as well 
as celebrating Easter.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

1. We have discovered that fairy tales are 
diverse and diverse.

2. Found out how rich the world of sound 
is.

3. Created positive emotions for 
ourselves and others

4. Learnt to express ourselves in creative 
activity.

Latvia. Rūjienas pre-primary school ”Vārpiņa”

LATVIA
Rujiena Special Preschool Educational 
Institution “Vārpiņa”.
6-year-old children - 48
5-year-old children -18

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

1. How rich are our people when it comes 
to fairy tales?

2. What is the world of sound around us?
3. To get to know literatyre fairy tales and 

other nations’ fairy tales?

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children know that each nation has its 
own fairy tales.
During the topic, children want to find 
out:
- How different sounds can be created
- How use musical instruments
- How to make sounds with their voice

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

1. Children love to play the theater very 
much.

2. They enjoy the role-play.
3. And they like to sing and play musical 

instruments.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

1. Language - text-learning, dialogue, 
intonation, listening to sounds. 
Emulation of animal voices. Play your 
own fictional or literary storyline.

2. Mathematics - number rhythm, logic 
games where rhythmic rows should be 
created. Comparison of various musical 
instruments (larger - smaller, wider - 
narrower).

3. Nature - Classification of animals 
according to different characteristics 
(forest animals, domestic animals, 
flounder).

4. In art / culture - draw, create, apply 
fairy-tale characters. Prepare self-made 
musical instruments (various materials 
made in kinder-eggs). Song learning, 
getting acquainted with different 
musical instruments. Learn to play in 
small groups of orchestras.

5. Social and civic - the ability to 
cooperate and express yourself in 
creative activity. While working in 
pairs, making your own fairy tales and 
creating a theater with handmade dolls.

6. In the field of technology - cut, glue, 
bite, braid while preparing the show. 
Watch various Latvian cartoon fairy 
tales and other folk tales. Learn to 
judge and compare them.

7. In the field of health and physical 
activity - imitate animal movements. 
Games with movements and games 
with fingers. 

FAIRY TALE WITH THE SOUNDS 
IN A FORM OF THEATER



Greece, 2nd Primary School of Vartholomio Ilias

Why do we do what we do?

The basic idea of our goal was: our life 
is just a drama. Drama is everywhere in 
everyday life. Even inside a word or ever 
inside a smile. So, this is an expression of 
feelings and emotions. And these can be 
‘married’ with music to be more faithfully. 
In that case it’s easy to understand the 
importance of knowing the principles of 
them just to apply in their everyday life.   

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

The evaluation was applied every 
moment when students asked to be real. 
That is a fact that made our project more 
playful and give them the opportunity to 
escape the bottlenecks of sterile learning. 
And that was the proof that we have 
done our didactic approach. 

Greece, 2nd Primary School of Vartholomio Ilias

GREECE
Our school is 2nd Primary at Vartholomio 
Ilias, in Greece. This year (2018-2019) it 
has 118 students 6-12 years old. In this 
topic, we worked with students of almost 
all classes . That is because the subject is 
too wide to be limited to specific ages or 
classes.

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

The first step was to give children some 
motivations for express themselves 
through theatre. In point we can talk 
about ‘Drama’ in all its facets (comedy or 
tragedy). And the best way to give a real 
display of it, is to combine with ‘Music’. 
Then the result is absolutely terrific! So, 
the basic idea was exact that: students to 
realize that drama is existing everywhere, 
everything can be shown with it and 
of course to understand some of their 
special characteristics.  

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

All students had some ideas and 
were able to distinguish some of the 
basic differences in drama. They can 
distinguish a serious and sad fact by a 
joke and comic one. That was exactly 
the base of our start. They could laugh 
or cry because they saw something 
but they couldn’t speak in terms and 
rules. Through this didactic approach 
we expected to be able to identify and 
describe the kinds of drama and combine 
them with music!

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

As a nation, we have a special historical 
past in area of drama since ancient classic 
years. So, we decided with students to 
deal with this area according to their 
experiences and their books. Their books 
are teaching theatre just for some special 
events and feasts for the needs of the 
school. With this intervention we are 
trying to bring closer a way to express 
themselves in everyday life through 
theatre and music. 

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

After discussing about the drama in 
ancient era, students tried to list some 
emotions and after that to express them. 
Expression was done with words and with 
the accompaniment of the appropriate 
music each time. They had been involved 
in literature, mathematics, music, 
dance, painting and of course psychical 
education which was spread everywhere. 
So, they  worked on their own to combine 
music with the expression or description 
of an event and to give the image (or 
the background) of this combination. 
Of course, the image is the way the 
event is presented visually to be more 
comprehensible and complete. And it was 
really amazing how the students were 
progressively composing and creating 
based on their general knowledge of 
various events.

MUSIC AND DRAMA



Bulgaria – Otec Paisii High School

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

• Spending less time in a sitting position 
during daily routines.

• Engaging in more physical activity like 
dancing in educational activities.

• Making physical activity a central part of 
the promotion of health and wellbeing

Why do we do what we do?

• to improve knowledge on Music, 
Dancing, Drama, History, Culture ;

• to develop motorical  and 
• emotional skills, imagination,  creativity, 

self-confidence, communicative skills, 
respect each other, present their work 

• to aquire new multiliteracy competences 
including  Music, History, Drama 
techniqes, 

• to participate and influence in school 
and community life 

The multidisciplinary activities allow 
children to play their skills and potentials 
in an active, emotional and creative way, 
involving them entirely: mind and body.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Our evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the activities is very positive 
because children were involved to design 
and work together with a common 
purpose to perform on the stage, have 
fun. They coordinated dancing and acting 
and worked hard to prepare the final 
show for families.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

The assessment of what we have learned 
during the theme work is very positive.
During the activities the children 
consolidated their knowledge:, motor, 
creative and relational. They have 
experienced projecting and working 
together for a common purpose. The 
different musical  and drama activities 
have allowed children and teachers to 
get to know each other better. Children 
had fun together and felt good. They 
were motivated to learn and discover new 
learning.

Bulgaria – Otec Paisii High School

BULGARIA

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

Areas involved in the process:
• motor: body language, drama 

techniques
• scientific: to learn more about Culture 

and History of dancing and Drama
• social: working in a group, discussing 

action rules, planning together and 
learning how to enhance, collaboration 
with partners and family

• expressive area: drama and dancing

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Our children love and do folk and modern 
dancing courses, they think and expect 
to discover the world moving, dancing, 
acting, expressing themselves, enjoying 
together.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

We asked our primary students what 
they want to present and they told us 
they want to show on the stage  with big 
pleasure- their dancing and drama skills. 

MUSIC AND DRAMA – 
PERFORMANCE ON THE STAGE



 Thorning Skole DenmarkThorning Skole Denmark

DENMARK
Thorning Skole
Age of pupils : 6-9 years old
Number of pupils: 25

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

In Denmark we have a very old tradition 
using sing and play as a part of ect. 
parties where kids are involved, in 
kindergarden and preschool. We want 
to see if these traditional songs and 
plays still are popular among children of 
today. We also find it important that they 
learn these songs as a part of the danish 
culture. 

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

The children has already been introduced 
to some more modern sing and plays, 
so they know what kind of activity they 
are going to participate in. They are very 
motivated to learn these song because 
they are very active and they like to 
dramatize the songs with movement.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

we had very short time between the two 
project meetings. We wanted to work 
on a topic that the kids already knew 
something about.
As mentioned before, is sing and play an 
old Danish tradition that we want to be 
preserved.

Where the songs and plays were 
previously passed on from large to small 
children, it is now more and more the 
teacher/ pedagogue who are responsible 
for ensuring that this sing and play culture 
lives on and is renewed.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Music activity with singing, playing and 
dancing. 
The activities stimulate many 
development areas:
• social and motor skills
• language areas like learning new words 

and rhymes
• concentration and cooperation
• musicality
• inclusion because everyone can 

participate

Why do we do what we do?

It is important to give the children the 
opportunity to express themselves 
through music and play. Everyone can 
participate and use their imagination.
When many does the same, it creates the 
feeling of being part of something bigger.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Even the songs are old fashioned the 
children are still very eager to participate.
It was difficult to find a classroom big 
enough for the activity.
Both boys and girls were active in an 
equal way.
We had to short time to immerse with the 
subject.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

We had great fun. This project lasted 
shortly but we will continue to use the 
songs as part of the teaching especially in 
the youngest classes.

SING AND PLAY



Hungary, Szegedi Pitypang Evangélikus Óvoda

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

We talked to the kids about why their 
mother is the best in the world. The 
answers are ninety percent because they 
buy something for her. The language of 
love is objectified instead of quality time 
spent together
And, of course, we asked the kids why 
their moms liked them. They couldn’t tell. 
One of them said that because he was 
falling asleep quickly.
We would have liked to discover how 
many things mother likes in them. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

In mothers’ meetings, they are often 
asked: what kind of toy do I buy for my 
child, with which they will develop their 
skills? We usually answer to buy her 
“mother time”. It’s like you’re really with 
him. When you sit down and don’t run 
into the kitchen every ten minutes. Talk to 
him, play with him, sing with him.
They usually respond with excuses.
So we wanted to show them how 
enjoyable it can be.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Singing permeates our everyday lives.
We have songs for cooking, baking, 
swinging, riding, animals, even the 
uprising.
we sing in spontaneous situations, 
accompanied by movement.
We use musical instruments for specific 

vocal sessions whose sounds are also 
recognized by hearing. But there was 
a spontaneous “band” where the 
instruments were toys.

Why do we do what we do?

During the singing, the child’s body 
image, motion coordination, and sound-
forming organs develop.
The communion is formed by the 
common singing, while the mother-child 
relationship develops with singing with 
the mother.
The success of the child develops self-
confidence.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Based on the feedback from children 
and their parents, they enjoyed singing 
and playing together very much. We 
encouraged parents to sing with their 
children at other times.
There was a need for parents to organize 
similar occasions on other occasions.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

Modern parents are less likely to spend 
their time in traditional ways with 
children. They need to highlight the 
fact that spending time with the child in 
this form is useful, developing and self-
confidence for the child and the mother.

Hungary, Szegedi Pitypang Evangélikus Óvoda

HUNGARY
A “Vasút a gyermekekért” 
Alapítvány Szegedi óvodája
age: 2,5-7
Number of pupils: around 60

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

Mothers Day is not a two week project 
in the small group. The lyrics and 
songs learned all year round appear. 
This time we were curious about what 
was happening if we were in a more 
comfortable situation, less formal. In this 
situation, can mothers be able to sing 
with their children together?

DRAMA AND MUSIC



Turkey, 3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

• Active learning is crucial
• They can have fun and learn at the same 

time. 
• It is important to give them a chance to 

expess themselves.

Turkey, 3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu

TURKEY
Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı ilkokulu Esenler/
İstanbul
Number of pupils: around 30

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

It is obvious that music is an international 
language that they can express 
themselves. They voluntarily participate 
the activities. Their intrinsic motivation is 
always high. They sang songs and played 
melodica. They enjoyed themselves. 
In addition, drama is a powerful way of 
expressing emotions. Especially, some 
students abviously lead the drama 
activities. The balance should be kept 
carefuly by the teachers.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

It is possible to say that this theme met 
their expectations. Because they chose 
what to sing and what to play with 
melodica. They actively participated 
in the activities. It means they were 
physically and emotionaly active.
Of course, there were some shy students. 
Teachers should be really careful to 
handle with them. They may easily get 
lost in these activities. So, appropriate 
classroom environment sholud be 
provided beforehand. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Students were given a chance to choose 
what they will work on during this theme. 
Beforehand, some topics were presented 
to children. Then, they had the chance to 
choose what to work on.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

• activate students emotionaly and 
physically.

• make learning enjoyable
• have a warm learning environment
• break the walls among students.

Why do we do what we do?

• Sing songs 
• Play melodica
• Follow the rhythm
• Express themselves emotionaly
• İmprove relationships among eachother

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

• The theme was enjoyable for children.
• They chose the subject to study.
• A warm learning environment created 

for shy children.
• It was easy to motivate children.
• They were emotionaly and physically 

active.

DRAMA AND MUSIC




