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Priority:
The Project aims to develop the 
pedagogues understanding of the details 
that are crucial for a good learning 
process and to create a model for 
evaluating the wholeness of the learning 
process. The emphasis is on the process 
not on the children’s individual learning 
results.

What are the needs of the future adults? 
We need to develop education so that 
children can reach the competences 
needed in the future. What does it mean 
in my work with the children? How 
can I know how we are doing, are we 
succeeding? Is the child being active; do 
the children’s interest mold our learning 
process?

The national curriculums gives all the 
participating schools the subjects and 
competences to be reached in the 
learning process. In addition we now have 
a joint list of Competences developed by 
the European Commission. The European 
Commission aims to strengthen ‘key 
competences’ – knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes that will help learners find 
personal fulfilment and, later in life, find 
work and take part in society.



LIFE IN TURKU IN 19TH CENTURY

Finland – Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool  Finland – Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool

FINLAND, 
Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool, Trollen 
Age: 6 years old
Number of pupils: 21
Teacher: Gunilla Högnäs

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• The children want to learn how the 
houses looked before in Turku.

• They also want to know what the people 
worked with.

• They wanted to know how the old 
clothes looked. 

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Some of the children had visited the 
Handicraft museum before.
Our own group visited the museum in 
February when the museum was closed.
Our group looked outside the museum of 
the houses material and shapes.
They took photos of the houses and at 
the preschool they
painted pictures of the museum-houses.
They want to know how the houses 
looked inside and how the humans lived 
and was dressed.   
 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Our group had a morning gathering 
and the children ś wishes was to visit a 
museum and paint something.
We documented the children ś wishes at 
the classroom wall.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

1. Discussions of old times.
-social skills, language, concentration, 
cooperation
2. Excursion to the museum
-physical skills (walking ), traffic skills, 
listening to the stories of the houses, 
imagination of old time, documentation – 
taking photos
3. Making paper dolls to the old houses 
they had made before.
-creativity, fine motor skills, imagination, 
concentration
4. Making a picture and text from the 
museum
-painting ,fine motor skills, writing, letters                                                                                         
intellectually- remember how it looked at 
the museum, anguage- tell a own story

Why do we do what we do?

The children get to know about their own 
town since the 1800-century.
The children get to know about Turku ś 
history.
They get to know about the old time 
society.
They get to learn something knew about 
old times.
They visit a museum.
The children develop their language and 
can document the new learning things, 
by doing some own projects at the 
kindergarten.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

The children came whit own thoughts 
and suggested which museum they 
wanted to visit.
They were interested how the old houses 
looked.
The children were interested and asked 
about the old clothes and what they 
worked with in old times.
We looked at photos from the museum 
and talked about old times.
The children made their own handicraft 
museum from milk jars and paper dolls 
whit old clothes.
They also wrote down a short story about 
what they had learnt about the museum.
The children was active in the planning of 
the project and worked
well whit the project.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

The children learnt about the fire in Turku 
1827.
They learnt how an old shop looked in the 
museum and how old candy tasted.
They also heard about old jobs and old 
clothes.
They got to known about old materials 
(no- plastic ).
They learnt that they heated the houses 
whit wood.
The beds were short in old times.
Some of the houses had grass on the 
roof.
They made ropes and dishes from clay.



ITALY
Kindergarten “Il Castello delle Meraviglie” 
– Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello
Age of pupils: 5 years old
Number of pupils: 13

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• What are the Italian Christmas traditions
• Knowing the story of the birth of Jesus 

and the main characters
• How to build a crib with alternative 

materials

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

The children already knew summarily 
the story of the birth of Jesus, with the 
activity of dramatization they have had 
the way to deepen it. Also the children 
were curious to try to build a crib with 
alternative materials since they only knew 
the traditional crib.

CHRISTMAS CRIB
How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

The theme of our activity is the festivity 
of Christmas. Christmas is part of the 
Italian historical and religious tradition. 
In order to make children an active part 
of the local community, every year our 
school, in collaboration with the local 
municipality of the town, takes part in the 
“Mombaroccio Christmas market”. On 
this occasion our school sets up a stand 
with the products made by the children 
and takes part in an exhibition of artisan 
nativity scenes. Every year the children 
create a crib with different materials: this 
year they chose to use plastic bottle caps.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

The learning activities are explained in the 
attached document.
With this activity several areas of learning 
have been involved:
• Language area: listening and 

comprehension of the story (the birth of 
Jesus)

• Expressive area: drama, creativity and 
manual skills

• Maths and logical area: classification by 
size and colour of the bottle caps

• Scientific area: respect for the 
environment and use of recovery 
materials to build the crib

Why do we do what we do?

The multidisciplinary activity describe 
above has allowed children to play their 
skills and potentials in an active, concrete 
and creative way, involving them entirely: 
mind and body.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Our evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the activity is very positive 
because children were involved in the 
first person allowing them to have fun, be 
protagonists and work in a dynamic way. 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

The assessment of what we have learned 
during the theme work is very positive.
During the activity the children 
consolidated their knowledge: historical, 
cultural, logical and mathematic. They 
have experienced projecting and working 
together for a common purpose.

Kindergarten “Il Castello delle Meraviglie” – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello - ITALY Kindergarten “Il Castello delle Meraviglie” – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello - ITALY



Latvia. 
Rujiena specialized pre-primary school 
“Vārpiņa”, 
age: 5-7, number of pupils: 85

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

It is important for children to understand 
their belonging to their native town 
Rujiena and to learn about the town’ s 
historical values. 

TO LEARN ABOUT RUJIENA HISTORY 
DURING LATVIA’ S 100 YEAR CELEBRATION. 

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children together with the teachers 
looked through the booklets about 
Rujiena and it’ s most important historical 
objects. Children suggested inviting the 
director of the museum in order to learn 
more about the topic. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Teachers decided to create different 
routs and visit these historical objects 
with the children. 

Latvia. Rūjienas pre-primary school ”Vārpiņa”

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

All the children from the kindergarten 
participated in the tour around the 
town along the route they selected and 
observed in person historical places. 
Children were given a task together with 
their parents to discuss and find out the 
historical facts. The tour finished at the 
locations selected by everyone, where a 
picnic, games and sport activities awaited 
them. 

Why do we do what we do?

With these activities we want to promote 
the sense of curiosity and interest about 
their town and country’ s history. We 
want them to use the knowledge in every 
day life as well as promote the creativity. 
One of the groups visited the grave of the 
artist as well as museum devoted to him. 
There was open air workshop. Children 
had an opportunity to draw the nature 
just like it is being done by real artists. 

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

The theme selected was interesting for 
the children and their parents. Parents 
along their children participated in the 
process. This process resulted into a 
photo gallery. 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

At the end of the theme work children 
gained knowledge about Rujiena town 
history un the participation of the society 
in the renovation of different historical 
objects. They learned to evaluation the 
historical values and to present their 
project. During the tour kids had lots of 
fun and received great amount of positive 
emotions. 

Latvia. Rūjienas pre-primary school ”Vārpiņa”



Greece
The choice of this class was made to 
relate the material of history taught in 
the class. In this class, students are also 
involved in the history lesson for the 
first time as an official lesson, using a 
handbook and other related activities. 
The history of the class deals with the 
mythological background of the Greeks 
and their early beliefs about the origin 
and creation of the world (Cosmogony) 
and other such myths that were 
subsequently created.
Because students are beginning to 
understand the concept of spacetime: 
(a) they are able to place events in time 
(sorting them into prehistory or history) 
and b) they can better and reasonably 
link some historical facts

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

Initially, students’ prior knowledge of 
the subject had to be explored. Having 
in mind that our subject would rotate 
and refer to the Castle of our area, it 
was considered necessary to reflect the 
students’ knowledge of the Castle and its 
history so far. Indeed, it was enough for 
our hand movement to point the Castle 
high on the hill and for all students to be 
willing to list their knowledge. 
This Castle is prominently located on a 
hill, which makes it visible from all the 
surrounding plain land. So students, from 
a very young age, have linked the Castle 
to our area, even to the place where the 
sun goes down (since it is west of our city 
at the place where the Castle is).
What we are seeking from now on is that 
students will discover for themselves 
more of the historical and geographical 
elements that make up this particular 
monument.

HISTORY AND COMMUNITY
What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

It has already been mentioned that 
students’ knowledge of the subject under 
investigation is relatively satisfactory and 
can lead them to discover more. This 
Castle is a view they see every day from 
morning until night (but also at night as it 
is illuminated and seen from far). So, they 
have connected their daily lives with it. 
A characteristic fact is that locals, when 
they see clouds surrounding it, claim 
that it will rain. And so it is! But beyond 
everyday life, Castle has a hidden history 
for centuries and is a book waiting for its 
reader to decode it. 
The students’ curiosity sharpens as they 
embark on the process of creating their 
own myth associated with this Castle. 
That’s how we got started! From then 
on, one student’s myth became the myth 
of many students, and so the distinction 
between myth and reality began. This is 
exactly what students were interested in 
when they realized the myth difference 
from reality, so the truth. 

Describe the learning activities? 
Wich subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

And the journey of discovery of the 
story began with students collecting 
for themselves Castle information by 
collecting relevant photos and texts. 
Gradually and through the cultivation and 
development of their language skills, they 
developed descriptive skills in both oral 
and written language. Even mathematics 
(for calculating area, weight, distance, 
etc.), geography (defining horizon and 
location points), painting and mapping 
to create model representation and 
physical activities (visit and climb on the 
hill) were also employed. Castle, view of 
the surrounding area from there, etc.), 
theatrical treatment (with dramatization 
and role playing).

Greece Greece

Why do we do what we do?

Our main goal was for the students to 
discover for themselves the history of 
the Castle, which is also a History of 
our wider area and our community. Our 
most important aim was to be able to 
distinguish and distinguish “myth” from 
“truth” which is equivalent to “true” and 
thus “history”. This was done gradually as 
they became more concerned with the 
various information they discovered. Their 
discoveries showed positive emotions 
along with deconstructing previous 
knowledge and rebuilding new ones on a 
realistic and scientific basis.

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Evaluation was applied every time 
we discussed this particular issue. 
The students’ questions and / or their 
descriptions revealed the level of 
understanding of the information that 
they had discovered and the rule of their 
composition. In addition, the process of 
questioning on their own left room for 
reflection and development of critical 
thinking so as to be able to distinguish 
mythological from real historical 
elements.



Bulgaria
Otec Paisii High School; 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th graders 

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

Who, When, Why has created the 
Bulgarian Alphabet, the importance of 
slavonic letters- cyrilic alphabet; reading, 
writing, learning and telling about 
national history.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children know who are Cyril and 
Methodius, they expect to learn more 
about them, the holiday, the alphabet – 
they can read, write, they are literate now. 
They expect to celebrate with classmates, 
parents, community. 

Bulgaria – Otec Paisii High School

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?
24th May is one of the most important 
Bulgarian National holidays. It has 
been celebrated for 165 years now – no 
other holiday was so long celebrated in 
Bulgarian late history. 
                 
Describe the learning activities? 
Wich subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?
-  learning more about letters, the history 

of the Bulgarian alphabet and historical 
people, plac-es, events

-making and colouring “funny letters” 
using different materials – 2nd grade 

- presenting and evaluating my “creation”,
- team work in the classroom and with 

parents - “Now I can read and write”
- team work – find the right letter, 

match with the picture, read and write 
about important events and people of 
Bulgarian history – 3rd grade. 

- writing acrostic in rhymes about the 
letters- 4th grade

- communicating and celebrating with 
younger and older children and adults 
from the local community

- creating positive atmosphere at school 
and in the town

Why do we do what we do?

- to improve knowledge on Bulgarian 
history, realize the  importance of 
enlightenment 

- to develop motorical skills, imagination, 
self-confidence, communicative skills, 
reading, listening, writing and speaking 
skills; 

- to aquire new multiliteracy competences 
including History, Art, Geography, Music; 

- to participate in school and community 
life;

- to respect Bulgarian History, Culture, 
Education

Bulgaria – Otec Paisii High School

24TH MAY  THE HOLIDAY OF 
BULGARIAN ALPHABET,

Evaluation of  what we have done and 
how we have done it     

We made exhibition of “funny” letters; 
team work with parents “Now I can read 
and write”; quiz about Bulgarian alphabet, 
historical places and national heroes; 
acrostic in rhymes about the letters; 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

We enriched our knowledge on Bulgarian 
history, Culture, Enlightenment; learnt 
how to use our imagination and different 
materials to make letters, cards with 
pictures and text about our history; 
communicated - worked and played 
in teams; learnt how to make rhymes, 
how to be sympathetic to others; and of 
course had a lot of fun.



Our group is 28 children from 6-8 years 
and 8 children from 7-11 years with 
special needs from Thorning Skole in 
Denmark.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

The children didn’t know much about 
the day. Some of them come from a 
home where they have a tradition to 
have special buns “hveder” the evening 
before. Other than that they were just 
looking forward to an extra day off. All 
the children had been in the church 
before but only at special occasions. They 
were looking forward to come and visit 
the church and have the possibility to 
look around and talk to the priest who are 
some time at the school. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

In Denmark we have a special Danish 
public holiday called Day of Prayer. Day 
of Prayer is a special Danish tradition. We 
also think it is important to maintain the 
special tradition we celebrate in Denmark.  
Our aim is to teach our students why we 
celebrate this day together with our local 
priest. We also wanted him to tell the 
children about praying in a way you can 
understand as 6-8 years old. We think it 
is important that the children at Thorning 
Skole visit and have a knowledge about 
the local church. We had very short time 
for this theme and this was manageable. 

HISTORY AND COMMUNITY
Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

History skills: “great praying day” is a very 
old tradition and a Danish tradition. 

Christianity:  Christianity is a part of our 
culture and history. Children visit the 
church, meet the priest and find out 
about “great praying day”, praying and 
the church. 

Mother tongue education: the children 
were asked a lot of questions about 
praying. They made drawings and 
presented their drawings and thoughts. 

Motor skills: They were active using the 
church as a place where you could go on 
treasure hunt, use the benches and floor 
for sitting, drawing, laying. They should 
draw their prayers instead of writing 
them. 

Social skills: They were a big group and 
they had to take care of each other, they 
should share the chocolate bars they 
found at the treasure hunt. 

Why do we do what we do?

Like the previous question the children 
had used a lot of their competences. 

Thorning Skole Denmark

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

In Thorning we have a very “open 
minded” priest, he is very interested in 
working together with the school. 

We had a meeting with him (Jorgen 
Lovstad) and he agreed to be a part of 
our project. He had some suggestions 
and he planned a late morning in the 
church for our students. 

We had a wonderful late morning – the 
children got familiar with the church 
and they expressed themselves through 
drawing and discussion. 

 Thorning Skole Denmark

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

We have experienced that the children 
learn a lot being in another environment. 
They are excited and curious, and very 
active. 

It is difficult to measure. But we hope you 
can see it in the film.

It is important to meet and time and 
possibility to plan together with the 
extern partner. 
It has been difficult to find time in the 
daily schedule to plan and evaluate the 
theme work. 



Hungary, Szegedi Pitypang Evangélikus Óvoda

Hungary, 
Szeged, A “Vasút a gyermekekért” 
Alapítvány Szegedi óvodája
age: 2,5-7
Number of pupils: around 60

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

Nature has enormous power. That 
Szeged’s form today is due to the flood; 
how much effort had been needed to 
build a new village on top of everybody’s 
house, that to this day the dominant point 
of our everyday life is the flood wave in 
spring and autumn.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

During the processing of the subject, 
the water level was just high, so it was 
impossible to travel on the quay. Those 
who travel by car have been perceived 
for weeks.
In addition, we are going to the Tisza 
River several times, sometimes feeding 
ducks or just checking the water level.

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

The theme came in every spring and 
fall, and the floods have always been 
important to people living along the river 
Tisza.
A couple of years ago, the dam has been 
renovated and modernized.

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Primarily environmental education, 
emotional skills, singing

Why do we do what we do?

They become more environmentally 
aware and their temporal-spatial 
orientation is improving.
Beside the living lifestyle of water, they 
also face the influence of the human 
factor, and environmental consciousness 
has to be integrated into their daily lives.
They know the living past of their 
neighborhood.

Hungary, Szegedi Pitypang Evangélikus Óvoda

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

The kids enjoyed the excursion, but they 
also found it exciting to search their home 
on a more than a hundred year old map.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?
Such a wide-ranging topic needs more 
time in kindergarten to be able to work.
The children themselves have also made 
discoveries, including how close they 
reside, so that the more distant residents 
are in some way related to the history of 
their city.

HISTORY OF SZEGED



Turkey, 
İstanbul, Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu 
3 Grade (8-9 years old)

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

Turkish Grand National Assembly was 
opened on 23.04.1923 by our great 
leader, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. He 
declared this date as International 
Children’s Day. Because children will be 
the 
leaders of the country in the future. 
During this theme, pupils learned more 
about democracy, freedom.

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Pupils know when and why to celebrate 
International Children’s Day. They wanted 
to learn more about the assembly. They 
were curious about learning how to 
become a president. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

Pupils took the stage on very a special 
day. So, it will be an unforgettable 
memory for them. 
 

APRIL 23 INTERNATIONAL 
CHILDREN’S DAY

Describe the learning activities? 
Wich subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?
At first, pupils were given some 
alternative topics about the theme. 
They chose International Children’s Day. 
Because, every year they celebrate this 
special day with a great joy. Then, they 
did research about assembly, democracy, 
freedom. They had the chance to present 
what they had learned. This helped to 
develop their self-confidence.
Since they decided to prepare a dance 
show, they had to practice regularly. It 
requires great 
effort. To be successful they had to 
practice determinedly.

Why do we do what we do?

They chose the topic. So they took 
responsibility.
They did research and used internet.
They presented what they had learned.
They prepared a dance show.
They started to practice before monts to 
be successful.
They took the stage with self confidence.

Turkey , 3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Pupils learned about assembly, 
democracy, freedom. They prepared a 
dance show. They were really successful.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

Pupils did some search and learned about 
the importance of April 23. They had 
the chance to share with others. They 
performed a great show. They become 
more self-confident, determined, punc-
tual, responsible.

Turkey , 3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu




