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Priority:
The Project aims to develop the 
pedagogues understanding of the details 
that are crucial for a good learning 
process and to create a model for 
evaluating the wholeness of the learning 
process. The emphasis is on the process 
not on the children’s individual learning 
results.

What are the needs of the future adults? 
We need to develop education so that 
children can reach the competences 
needed in the future. What does it mean 
in my work with the children? How 
can I know how we are doing, are we 
succeeding? Is the child being active; do 
the children’s interest mold our learning 
process?

The national curriculums gives all the 
participating schools the subjects and 
competences to be reached in the 
learning process. In addition we now have 
a joint list of Competences developed by 
the European Commission. The European 
Commission aims to strengthen ‘key 
competences’ – knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes that will help learners find 
personal fulfilment and, later in life, find 
work and take part in society.



SCULPTURES AROUND US

Finland – Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool  Finland – Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool

FINLAND, 
Turku, Cygnaeus Preschool, Trollen 
Age: 6 years old
Number of pupils: 18 pupils
Teacher: Daniela Söderström

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

-The children were mostly interested 
in sculptures, so they wanted to learn 
more about them.
-The teacher’s goal was also to 
introduce the children in mixing 
colours. 

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want 
to learn during theme work?

-The children knew about some 
sculptures and statues they have seen 
in Turku.
-They knew that sculptures can be 
made of different materials.
-The children wanted to explore 
sculptures in Turku and make sculptures 
of they own. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

-The children’s wishes and interests 
have been in focus during this theme 
work. 
-In a brainstorming session, the 
children’s thoughts came up that the 
teacher took hold of. 
-In a discussion the teacher and the 
children came to a understanding of 
what to do during the theme. 

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Sculpture hunt. Listen to the riddle and 
find the hidden sculpture.
-Language: Listen and understand the 
riddle.
-Cooperation/ teamwork
Making the sculptures of ceramic clay
-Arts & crafts, imagination, creativity 
and fine motor skills.
Painting the sculptures
-Arts & crafts, imagination, creativity 
and fine motor skills
Physical activity 
-Make sculptures with your body.
-Move to the music. When the music 
stops freeze and become a sculpture.
Visiting Turku art museum 

Why do we do what we do?

The children develop their:
-Fine motor skills
-Imagination and creativity
-Use a new material (ceramic clay)
-Motor skills
-Teamwork
-Language listening and understanding
-Chromatics/ learning about colours. 

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

We have let the children’s interests and 
ideas take a big part in the planning of 
this theme. 
The children have enjoyed the 
theme project the whole way and 
felt successful for both children and 
teachers. 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?
Asking the children what they’ve 
learned, they came up with many 
answers.
For example, we have learned:
-Sculptures can be made by different 
materials.
-Mixing colours for example green and 
orange. 
-Art and sculptures can represent 
anything. 
-Sculptures can be made by anyone.
 



ITALY
Kindergarten Milleluci – Istituto 
Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro 
Age of pupils: 3 – 6 years old
Number of pupils: 51

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

• how paper is produced (techniques 
and tools needed);

• how paper can be creatively 
reused while avoiding waste and 
environmental pollution 

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want 
to learn during theme work?

Children are already used to recycling 
and they take care of the garden by 
cleaning it up from waste paper. They 
are curious to know the reason why we 
recycle, the objects that can be created 
and how interesting and fun it can be to 
discover it. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

In the school environment children use 
a lot of paper, in fact it is a very familiar 
material for them. At the same time 
they sometimes risk to waste it, so it is 
important to understand how to make 
good use of it. 

PAPER RECYCLE
Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

Learning activities are explained in the 
attached document.
This theme work is part of a more 
extensive science and environmental 
education project concerning the care 
of our garden, in which we have created 
a green classroom. 

Why do we do what we do?

We believe that children learn with 
greater effectiveness those contents 
which are connected with their daily 
lives because they can have a first 
hand experience and be protagonists 
of the whole learning process ( it is 
more meaningful to learn respect for 
the environment by taking care of the 
garden or school spaces and materials). 
During the theme work the children 
have developed daily skills, the ability 
to think and learn and to take care of 
the environment closely connected to 
school life. 

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

Our evaluation of the thematic work 
is positive, because through the 
proposal of an ordered sequence of 
simple practical and amusing activities 
the children have acquired a new 
competence (paper production) and 
stimulated their creative abilities.
We are going to use recycled paper to 
make greeting cards celebrating Easter 
and mother’s Day. 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?
Involving children in designing the 
indoor and outdoor areas of the school 
and taking care of them motivates 
learning and enthusiasm, encourages 
them to feel good at school and makes 
them protagonists of the educational 
process.  
We have helped the children to refine 
their manual skills by tearing and 
cropping.
They got to know the tools necessary 
to macerate, blend, pour and press the 
paper and now they know how to use 
recycled paper to creatively produce 
tickets, posters, decorations, etc. 
Above all, we have learned that paper is 
precious, it should not be wasted or left 
on the ground, because it will dirty the 
environment, while it can be reused in 
many beautiful ways.
 

Kindergarten Milleluci – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY Kindergarten Milleluci – Istituto Comprensivo L. Pirandello – Pesaro – ITALY



Latvia. 
Rūjiena special pre-school educational 
institution “Vārpiņa”.
6 years old children 40
5 years old children 18

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

1. What does it mean to be an artist?
2. What materials can we use to make our 
works of art?
3. What can we do with our work?

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children know that Rujiena has an art 
school and an exhibition hall
During the work of the topic, the children 
want to find out:
- what artists have lived in our town
- what children do in art school
- what materials we can use in our 
creative works
- how to set up an exhibition

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

very day children draw, create and apply 
at the art center.
They are very interested in the different 
techniques used in the works. 

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

In the field of cultural awareness and 
self-expression in the field of teaching, we 
encouraged children to depict:
- Animals, nature landscapes - in 
drawings, shaping, application.
- Fairytale characters and castles - 
drawing with watercolors and pencils.
- Experiment with colors by floating and 
mixing.
- Use your work in role-playing and 
theater.

“Art is the ability to see the extraordinary 
in the mundane and the simple in the 
unusual. “ / Didro / 

Why do we do what we do?

Children’s creative knowledge expands 
their knowledge of a particular topic.
As artists, children go to nature and draw 
what they see.
It is important to encourage children to 
portray their own story and use different 
techniques.
Express attitudes and emotions about 
your friends’ artwork.
Tell the expressed emotions and ideas in 
drawings.
Learn and follow the rules of good 
behavior in communication with peers 
and adults. 

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

The children get acquainted with the 
art school and children’s works, the 
exhibition hall and the artists’ exposition.
The children played theater with their 
own works and used them in games. 

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?
Within the topic we have covered all 
study areas:
Field of science
1. Collect natural materials for creative 
works.
2. Observe, see and tell about different 
materials that can be used in your work

Field of study of cultural understanding 
and self-expression in art
1. Creative work of the child’s choice.
2. Draw spring - use both home paints 
and sponges, your fingers,
to make the work more interesting.
3. Represent the impressions gained 
during the walk using paints, paper, glue, 
natural materials.

Latvia. Rūjienas pre-primary school ”Vārpiņa”

The final result can be put on WhatsApp 
and sent to educators, we will create a 
remote exhibition.

Social and civic education
1. Cooperation in a group and in pairs, 
performing collective work
2.Discussions about good and bad 
behavior when working together.

Field of technology training
1. Strengthen the ability to work with 
scissors and glue
2. Learn to hold and use stationery and 
tools properly.

Language learning area
1. Letter formation with natural materials.
2. Present your work in the exhibition and 
express your appreciation of your friends’ 
achievements.
 

Latvia. Rūjienas pre-primary school ”Vārpiņa”

WE ARE LITTLE ARTISTS



Greece
Our school is 2nd Primary at Vartholomio 
Ilias
This year (2017-2018) it has 124 students 
6-12 years old. 
In this topic, we worked with students of 
3 classes (6, 8 and 10 years old). There 
are 19 students in A’ class, 24 students in 
C’ class and 21 students in D’ class.    

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

First of all, we have to refer that every 
class has its own subtopic to work with. 
So, in such perspective we had 3 different 
subtopics: a) A’ class: “Let’s talk about 
ancient columns”, b) C’ class: “Athena, 
Greek Goddess of Wisdom, War and 
Crafts” and c) D’ class: “Parthenon’s 
puzzle”.  
The main goal was students to realize 
that some elements of our cultural 
heritage are too easy to study and 
recognize. Thus, it was helpful to learn 
and discover the story among them 
and to understand some of their special 
versions. 

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

All students have a lot of knowledge 
about these topics from their first age 
made by school or ever their families. So, 
they had already some ideas and they 
were able to distinguish some of the basic 
differences of these mythological and 
historical issues. They could recognize, 
name, design, draw, cut relevant figures. 
Through this didactic approach we 
expected students to be able to identify 
and describe in an exact way the main 
idea of each subtopic whether it’s a 
historical or mythological person or 

ARTS AND CRAFT
even a building  (as used in school, as an 
official knowledge). 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

In our country, we used to teach from 
the very first age, the ancient era’s 
achievements and of course the roots of 
our civilization. In this case, the subtopics 
been chosen are already known by 
pupils and are more easy for teacher to 
work with. There are plenty of examples, 
references, pictures or photos, stories 
and myths that influence and stimulate 
students’ interests.  

Describe the learning activities? 
Witch subjects /areas of learning are 
integrated in the process?

After discussing about the ancient 
myths, the ancient era etc, pupils were 
encouraged to discover for themselves 
and verify all these information. For that 
reason language, history, mathematics, 
arts and physical activities were involved 
to help them for further knowledge. 
Language was used as a form of 
communication either verbally or in 
writing for description and narration, 
dialogues and the discovery of new 
words. History came together to 
present the history of our nation at 
the time it evolved. Mathematics was 
used to understand meaning such as 
height, width, length, volume, etc. Art 
lessons were used to have more realistic 
representation. Physical activities have 
been implicated in the learning process to 
help students understand the concepts 
of volume, weight, and moving large 
objects. 

Greece Greece

Why do we do what we do?

The principle has already referred and is 
about our past and our roots as a nation. 
Civilization matters are always in our 
interests and obligations. So, it’s easy for 
students to understand the importance 
of knowing their historical past just to 
connect  in their everyday life 

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

The evaluation was applied every day to 
see how much students had responded 
to what we had previously approached. 
For example, just a simple reference to 

the name of “Parthenon” was enough to 
make students reproduce any knowledge 
they had acquired. Thus it was enough to 
understand the degree of responsiveness 
of children. We realized that we have 
done our didactic approach when they 
used to use the new “words” in their 
narratives during the lesson and the 
relatives games.  



Bulgaria

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

-  to tell the legend and the history of the
 custom, the meaning and symbols of this 

gift
- how to make martenica in my way  using 

my 
imagination, using different materials 
- presenting and evaluating my “crea-

tion” 
- team work in the classroom and at 

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

Children know about this tradition, they 
expect to learn the legend and how to 
make gifts martenica themselves to give 
them to friends and family for health and 
good luck. 

Bulgaria – Otec Paisii High School

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

1st March is one of the most popular 
Bulgarian holidays, children adore this 
tradition; learning about it and mak-ing 
martenica is in our curriculum.

We are studying / we are learning more 
about / we want to understand

Bulgarian traditions and customs, 
legends, 
How to make “martenica”gift

Why do we do what we do?

- to improve knowledge on bulgarian 
histo-ry/customs, traditions, art and 
crafts

- to develop motorical skills, imagination, 
self-confidence, communica-tive skills, 
reading, listen-ing, writing and speaking 
skills, 

- to aquire new multilitera-cy 
competences including History, Art, 
Geography, Music, 

- to participate in school 

Bulgaria – Otec Paisii High School

1ST MARCH ”GRANDMA 
MARTA” IN BULGARIA

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

We made martenica gifts, gave them 
away to younger children from the 
kindergartens and adults from the local 
business and  authorities in the town, 
organized a charity “open market”,  
decorated  trees and bushes in the parks 
of the town.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

We enriched our knowledge on 
Bulgarian history, customs and legends, 
learnt how to use our imagination and 
different mate-rials to make martenica, 
communicated- worked and played in 
teams, learned how to be sympathetic to 
others and had a lot of pleasure.



Thorning Skole Denmark 

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

learning by doing. The children were 
active, using their bodies making art.
They were using many of their  senses. 
every child was an important and equal 
participant in the process making art.
( and also all the other thing we did that 
day)
The rich world of language:
art give no correct answers but a lot of 
possibilities. 
My many ways of expressing my self: art 
is one of them 
Me and our fellowship: we had time 
to play and have fun together. New 
friendships was established.
I’m exploring my environment: to visit a 
museum is not something the children 
often do.  How do you behave at a 
museum?

MUSEUM JORN
What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

The children knew  that they were going 
on a day trip to visit Museum Jorn, do 
some art and had time to play outside. 
Most of them are not used to go at 
museum so this experience was new and 
very exiting  for them.  
we wanted them to be surprised and 
excited without reservations. 

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

How we decided on the theme
Jorn is a “local” ( world famous) artist. We 
think that it is important that the children 
have a knowledge about him. We had 
the possibility to make a daytrip to the 
museum. It’s  not often that we do that. 

Thorning Skole Denmark

We are studying / we are learning more 
about / we want to understand

Jorn would have loved this project. 
He was travelling a lot, very interested 
in other cultures. He did a lot of work 
together with artists from other countries.
He was a very social person and liked to 
make art together with children.

Why do we do what we do?

they were active and used their body 
making art.
Jorns artwork inspired their fantasy, 
nothing is correct or wrong. What you 
see and think is  as good as anyone else. 
Everyday skills: social and emotional:
how do you behave at a museum?
among your classmates 
away from school on a daytrip. 

 Thorning Skole Denmark

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

We arranged a meeting at the museum 
with Kirsten, museum pedagogue at 
Museum Jorn. We told her about the 
project, our ideas  and she suggest a 
program for the visit:
she would guide the children at the 
museum to get them an idea who Jorn 
was and show the children some of all the 
fantastic art he has done. 
Jorn made great light- paintings together 
with a friend a photographer. Kirsten 
would do the same with our children. 
Afterwards we will make an exhibition 
with all the paintings so the children, their 
parents and student at Thorning Skole 
can see the outcome.

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

as teachers we are used to prepare the 
children before each theme . This time 
we tried to do it another way and it was 
successful. The children had a fantastic 
day. 



Hungary, Szegedi Pitypang Evangélikus Óvoda

Hungary

During this theme we want to learn 
more about / we want to understand

- mother tongue education- poem 
learning
-music education- listening to classical 
music
-physical education- imitating the growth
-environmental education- bulbs and 
flowers

What do the children know about our 
theme? What do they expect or want to 
learn during theme work?

“We should buy silk flowers on market.
We should planting flowers to a pot.”

How did you decide on the specific 
subject for your theme work?

The girls kept more flower on the 
woman’s day.
The nature is being watched continuously 
throughout the year.

We are studying / we are learning more 
about / we want to understand

Which ones the first flowers in spring?
How to make our environment aesthetic 
without to tear the flower?

Hungary, Szegedi Pitypang Evangélikus Óvoda

Why do we do what we do?

- to teach a new language phrases
-to love the origami technique
- to name the flowers and recognize their 
bulbs

How are children’s /pupils multifaceted 
competences developed?

- short and long-term memory
- fine-motor and sense of balance skills
- sequencing, time orientation

Evaluation of what and how we have 
done during the theme?

98% of the jobs were done, they were 
pattern following and self-realizing.
How did they get it: mostly with little help 
and many praise

Evaluation of what we have learned 
during the theme work?

It turned out who should help more than 
the average in this technique.
We have one boy who love dance and we 
should dancing more.
We will planting the collected bulbs.

THE FIRST FLOWERS IN SPRING



Turkey, 
Kindergarten children (5 year-old) 
participated in this arts and crafts activity. 
Children were asked to choose an activity 
out of five different activities. They 
choose making cat and dog shelters. 
The reason for that is the love of children 
towards animals. 

Materials were silicone, silicone gun, 
glue, scissors, cardboard and colorful 
pet bottle caps. All the materials were 
recyclable.

Using hot silicone gun was dangerous for 
them. So, their teacher helped to stick 
the pet bottle caps. Some groups made 
big shelters and some others small ones. 
Making big ones took some time longer.

The idea of giving a home to street 
animals was obviously motivating for 
them. After making the shelters, they put 
them in their streets and parks. Then, 
they kept putting water and food in the 
shelters.

ARTS AND CRAFTS

Turkey , 3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu Turkey , 3rd Primary School of Tacirler Eğitim Vakfı İlkokulu




